
Name Date

Ready for Winter
Read the text. Think about what the author does not say. Level 2 · 393 words

1 When the days grow short and cold, animals face a hard season. Plants stop growing, 
ponds freeze, and snow can cover the ground for months. Food is much harder to find, 
and there are fewer hours of daylight to look for it. Animals cannot put on a coat or turn 
up the heat, so they get ready for winter in other ways.

Leaving for the Winter
2 Some animals travel to warmer places. This is called migration. Many geese fly south in 

long V shapes, honking as they go. Along the way, they stop to rest and eat in fields and 
ponds. In spring, they fly north again.

3 Monarch butterflies migrate too. Each fall, millions of monarchs from the eastern United 
States and Canada fly south to the mountains of Mexico. Some of them travel thousands 
of miles. They rest on fir trees in such large groups that the branches look orange.

Sleeping Through It
4 Other animals stay put and sleep through most of the winter. This deep sleep is called 

hibernation. A woodchuck eats and eats all summer and fall, until it is round and fat. 
Then it curls up in its burrow, a tunnel it digs under the ground. Its heart beats very 
slowly, and its body grows cool. It may not eat again until spring.

5 A chipmunk sleeps in its burrow too, but not the whole time. Every few days, it wakes up 
and snacks from a pile of seeds and nuts that it carried there in the fall. Its burrow even 
has a special room just for storing food.

Staying Awake
6 Some animals stay awake all winter. The snowshoe hare lives in northern forests. In the 

fall, its brown fur slowly falls out, and white fur grows in its place. Foxes, lynx, and owls 
hunt snowshoe hares. The hare’s big, furry back feet work like snowshoes, so it can hop 
on top of deep snow without sinking. Other animals that stay awake, such as foxes and 
deer, grow thicker coats for the cold months.

7 Gray squirrels stay busy, too. All fall, they bury acorns and other nuts in hundreds of 
different spots. On winter days, a squirrel uses its memory and its strong sense of smell 
to find the nuts, even under the snow.

8 Leaving, sleeping, or staying awake: each animal has its own way to make it to spring.
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Name Date

Ready for Winter: Questions
Use details from the text to explain your answers.

1 Why does a woodchuck eat so much in summer and fall?

a. Its body lives on the stored fat while it sleeps all winter.

b. It is getting ready to fly south.

c. It wants to share food with the chipmunks.

2 Why do you think a snowshoe hare grows white fur in the fall?

a. White fur helps the hare fly south.

b. White fur helps the hare dig a burrow.

c. White fur makes the hare hard to see in the snow.

3 Which detail best helps you infer why the hare needs to hide?

a. Its big, furry back feet work like snowshoes.

b. Foxes, lynx, and owls hunt snowshoe hares.

c. In spring, they fly north again.

4 In January, Mia sees a gray squirrel digging in the snow. What is it probably doing? 
Use a detail from the text.

5 Why do you think monarchs spend the winter in Mexico and not in Canada? Use a clue 
from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Ready for Winter: Questions
Use details from the text to explain your answers.

1 Why does a woodchuck eat so much in summer and fall?

a. Its body lives on the stored fat while it sleeps all winter.

b. It is getting ready to fly south.

c. It wants to share food with the chipmunks.

2 Why do you think a snowshoe hare grows white fur in the fall?

a. White fur helps the hare fly south.

b. White fur helps the hare dig a burrow.

c. White fur makes the hare hard to see in the snow.

3 Which detail best helps you infer why the hare needs to hide?

a. Its big, furry back feet work like snowshoes.

b. Foxes, lynx, and owls hunt snowshoe hares.

c. In spring, they fly north again.

4 In January, Mia sees a gray squirrel digging in the snow. What is it probably doing? 
Use a detail from the text.

It is probably digging up a nut it buried in the fall. The text says squirrels bury

nuts in the fall and use memory and smell to find them in winter.

5 Why do you think monarchs spend the winter in Mexico and not in Canada? Use a clue 
from the text.

Mexico is farther south, so it is warmer in winter. The text says some animals

travel to warmer places.
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