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Predict and Check: Three Cups of Water

Read Part 1 and make your prediction. Then read Part 2 to check.

Where Did the Water Go?

Part 1. Ayesha wanted to know where water goes when it dries up. She filled three cups
with the same amount of water and drew a line at the top of the water on each cup. She
put Cup A on a sunny windowsill. She put Cup B in a cool, shady closet. She put Cup C
on the same sunny windowsill, but she covered it tightly with plastic wrap. She will

check the cups after one week.

Stop. Before you read on, fill in the first two boxes. Any prediction is fine if you can give

a reason for it.

Part 2. After a week, Ayesha checked the lines. Cup A had lost the most water. Cup B
had lost a little water. Cup C had lost almost none, and tiny drops of water clung to the
inside of the plastic wrap. Ayesha’s teacher explained that water evaporates: it slowly
changes into a gas called water vapor and goes into the air. Heat makes water
evaporate faster, so the cup in the warm sun lost the most. In Cup C, the water vapor
could not escape. When it touched the plastic wrap, it cooled and turned back into

drops of water.

[My prediction " What I know that helped b
Which cup will lose the most water? The A fact, or something you have seen.
least?
N\ N\ J
s s A N
What really happened Why it happened
Use details from Part 2. Explain with a fact from the text.
N\ N\ J
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Predict and Check: Three Cups of Water

Read Part 1 and make your prediction. Then read Part 2 to check.

Where Did the Water Go?

Part 1. Ayesha wanted to know where water goes when it dries up. She filled three cups
with the same amount of water and drew a line at the top of the water on each cup. She
put Cup A on a sunny windowsill. She put Cup B in a cool, shady closet. She put Cup C
on the same sunny windowsill, but she covered it tightly with plastic wrap. She will

check the cups after one week.

Stop. Before you read on, fill in the first two boxes. Any prediction is fine if you can give

a reason for it.

Part 2. After a week, Ayesha checked the lines. Cup A had lost the most water. Cup B
had lost a little water. Cup C had lost almost none, and tiny drops of water clung to the
inside of the plastic wrap. Ayesha’s teacher explained that water evaporates: it slowly
changes into a gas called water vapor and goes into the air. Heat makes water
evaporate faster, so the cup in the warm sun lost the most. In Cup C, the water vapor
could not escape. When it touched the plastic wrap, it cooled and turned back into

drops of water.

[My prediction " What I know that helped b
Which cup will lose the most water? The A fact, or something you have seen.
least?
... || Puddlesdry up faster on sunny days.
Sample: Cup A will lose the most.
_Cup Cwill lose the least. A cover keeps water in.
N\ N\ J
s s A N
What really happened Why it happened
Use details from Part 2. Explain with a fact from the text.
_Alost the most, and B lost a little. | | Heat speeds up evaporation.
_Clostalmostnone. | | The wrap kept the water vaporin.
N\ N\ J
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