
Name Date

The Midnight Garden Visitors
Read until you see Stop. Answer the questions it tells you. Then read 
on. Level 3 · 569 words

1 Marisol had waited all spring for her lettuce to grow. She and her grandmother shared a 
small plot in the community garden behind their apartment building, and Marisol had 
planted two neat rows of lettuce herself. Every afternoon after school, she watered them 
and pulled out the weeds.

2 One Saturday morning, Marisol knelt beside her rows and gasped. Ragged holes covered the 
leaves, as if someone had nibbled them with tiny teeth. A few of the smallest plants had 
been eaten almost to the ground.

3 “Who would do this?” she cried. She looked around for footprints or a gap in the fence, but 
she found neither. The only clue she spotted was on the path beside the rows: thin, silvery 
trails that sparkled in the sunlight, as if someone had painted the stones with glitter glue.

4 Grandma bent down to look. “Those shiny lines are slime trails,” she explained. “Slugs leave 
them wherever they crawl. Slugs hide during the day and come out at night, especially when 
it is cool and damp. And there is nothing they like better than tender lettuce.”

5 That evening it rained, and the air turned cool and wet. After dinner, Marisol and Grandma 
walked out to the garden with a flashlight.

Stop and predict. What do you think they will find in the garden? Answer questions 1 and 
2. Then keep reading.

6 Marisol clicked on the flashlight and pointed it at the lettuce. Slugs! There were at least a 
dozen of them, gray and glistening, slowly munching their way across the leaves. One was 
so big it looked like a little gray sausage.

7 Marisol wrinkled her nose. “So you’re the ones eating my lettuce,” she said. Grandma 
chuckled. “Slugs are not bad animals,” she said. “They help turn dead leaves into soil. They 
just don’t belong in our lettuce.”

8 “We can’t sit out here every night to guard the garden,” Marisol said. “What can we do?”

9 Grandma thought for a moment. “Slugs need a cool, damp place to hide when the sun comes 
up,” she said. “Let’s give them one.” She found an old wooden board by the shed, wet it with 
the hose, and laid it flat on the soil at the end of the lettuce rows.

10 “Why would we make them a hiding place?” Marisol asked, puzzled.

11 “You’ll see,” Grandma said with a wink. “We’ll check under it first thing in the morning.”
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Stop and predict. What do you think they will find under the board? Answer questions 3 
and 4. Then read to the end.

12 The next morning, Marisol ran out to the garden before breakfast. She lifted one edge of the 
board, and there they were: eleven slugs, tucked into the cool, damp shade.

13 Grandma handed her a bucket. Together they carried the slugs far away to the wild, weedy 
edge of the park, where they could eat fallen leaves instead of lettuce. They did the same 
thing every morning for a week. Each day there were fewer slugs under the board.

14 By the end of the month, Marisol’s lettuce was green, whole, and ready to pick. She made a 
salad for the whole family and gave the biggest bowl to Grandma.

15 Marisol kept the board in the garden all summer, just in case. Every few days she peeked 
under it, and if she found a slug or two, she gave them a ride to the edge of the park.
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Name Date

The Midnight Garden Visitors: Questions
Answer questions 1 and 2 at the first Stop, 3 and 4 at the second Stop, and the rest at the 
end.

1 Stop 1. What do you predict Marisol and Grandma will find?

a. a rabbit digging b. slugs on the lettuce c. a family of mice

2 Stop 1. Which two details from the story helped you make that prediction?

3 Stop 2. What do you predict they will find under the board?

a. slugs hiding there b. fresh lettuce c. nothing at all

4 Stop 2. What did Grandma say that helped you predict? Why did she wet the board?

5 Check. Were your predictions right? Tell what really happened after each Stop.

6 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “shiny and wet.”

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Midnight Garden Visitors: Questions
Answer questions 1 and 2 at the first Stop, 3 and 4 at the second Stop, and the rest at the 
end.

1 Stop 1. What do you predict Marisol and Grandma will find?

a. a rabbit digging b. slugs on the lettuce c. a family of mice

2 Stop 1. Which two details from the story helped you make that prediction?

There were slime trails by the lettuce, and Grandma said slugs come out at

night when it is cool and damp. It rained, and they went out at night.

3 Stop 2. What do you predict they will find under the board?

a. slugs hiding there b. fresh lettuce c. nothing at all

4 Stop 2. What did Grandma say that helped you predict? Why did she wet the board?

She said slugs need a cool, damp place to hide when the sun comes up. She wet

the board to make a damp hiding place.

5 Check. Were your predictions right? Tell what really happened after each Stop.

Sample: Yes. At night they found about a dozen slugs eating the lettuce. In the

morning, eleven slugs were hiding under the board.

6 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “shiny and wet.”

glistening
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