
Name Date

Modal Verbs
A chart to read together and keep.

A modal verb is a helping verb that changes the meaning of the 
main verb. It can show that someone is able to do something, is 
allowed to, has to, or should, or that something is possible.

Ability
can, could

Dev can swim across the pool.
Last year he could only float.

Permission
may, can

May I borrow your eraser?
You can go outside after lunch.

Possibility
might, may, could

It might snow tonight.
We could see a rainbow later.

Necessity
must (it has to happen)

You must wear a seat belt in the 
car.

Advice
should (it is a good idea)

You should drink water after you 
run.

Future and Offers
will, would, shall

I will call you tomorrow.
Would you like some soup?
Shall we start the game?

Try it

Write a rule with must and some advice with should.
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