
Name Date

Choose the Modal Verb
Read the whole sentence. Circle the modal verb that fits the meaning.

Look for clues. Is it about something someone is able to do, is allowed to do, 
has to do, or should do? Or is it something that is possible?

It is a rule, so everyone must walk in the hall.

1
It is the law: you  wear a seat belt in the 
car.

must might can

2
I’m not sure yet, but we  go to the lake on 
Sunday.

must shall might

3
Excuse me, Mr. Chen,  I please get a drink of 
water?

may must will

4
Your legs might get sore, so you  
stretch before the race.

shall should would

5
Our parrot learned three words, so now it  
say them.

must can shall

6
When Grandpa was young, he  run a mile 
in six minutes.

could shall may

7  you like more rice, or are you full? Would Must Can

8
The sign says that all dogs  stay on a 
leash in the park.

might could must

9
Tomorrow is my birthday. I  turn ten 
years old!

should will could

10
You look very tired. You  go to bed early 
tonight.

would shall should

11
Leo practiced every day, and now he  play 
the song well.

must can shall

12 Bring an umbrella, because it  rain later. shall would might
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Choose the Modal Verb
Read the whole sentence. Circle the modal verb that fits the meaning.

Look for clues. Is it about something someone is able to do, is allowed to do, 
has to do, or should do? Or is it something that is possible?

It is a rule, so everyone must walk in the hall.

1
It is the law: you must  wear a seat belt in the 
car.

must might can

2
I’m not sure yet, but we might  go to the lake on 
Sunday.

must shall might

3
Excuse me, Mr. Chen, may  I please get a drink of 
water?

may must will

4
Your legs might get sore, so you should  
stretch before the race.

shall should would

5
Our parrot learned three words, so now it can  
say them.

must can shall

6
When Grandpa was young, he could  run a mile 
in six minutes.

could shall may

7 Would  you like more rice, or are you full? Would Must Can

8
The sign says that all dogs must  stay on a 
leash in the park.

might could must

9
Tomorrow is my birthday. I will  turn ten 
years old!

should will could

10
You look very tired. You should  go to bed early 
tonight.

would shall should

11
Leo practiced every day, and now he can  play 
the song well.

must can shall

12 Bring an umbrella, because it might  rain later. shall would might
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