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What Does the Modal Verb Mean?

Circle what the bold modal verb shows in each sentence.

Ability: able to. Permission: allowed to. Possibility: it may happen.
Necessity: has to. Advice: a good idea.
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You may use a calculator on this test.

It may be windy at the beach today.

Bats can fly in the dark.

All cooks must wash their hands before
cooking.

You should read the directions twice.

We might see deer on the trail.

You can go to recess when you finish.

Lucy could tie her shoes when she was
four.

Swimmers must shower before they get in
the pool.

It is cold, so you should wear gloves.

The game could be canceled if it storms.

My little sister can count to one hundred.

permission ability necessity
possibility permission advice
necessity ability advice

ability necessity possibility

ability permission advice
necessity possibility advice
necessity permission advice
permission necessity ability
advice possibility necessity
advice permission possibility

ability permission possibility

ability possibility advice

everyworksheet.com



Answer key For the teacher or parent

What Does the Modal Verb Mean?

Circle what the bold modal verb shows in each sentence.

Ability: able to. Permission: allowed to. Possibility: it may happen.
Necessity: has to. Advice: a good idea.

@ You may use a calculator on this test. ability necessity
@ It may be windy at the beach today. possibility permission advice

Bats can fly in the dark. necessity ability advice

All cooks must wash their hands before

ability possibility

cooking.

You should read the directions twice. ability permission
We might see deer on the trail. necessity advice
You can go to recess when you finish. necessity advice

Lucy could tie her shoes when she was
four.
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permission necessity ability

Swimmers must shower before they get in
Y9 advice possibility

the pool.
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It is cold, so you should wear gloves. permission possibility

The game could be canceled if it storms.  ability permission
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My little sister can count to one hundred. possibility advice
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