Name Date

The Puzzle of the Continents

Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

A Giant Jigsaw Puzzle

Look at a world map. The east side of South America and the
west side of Africa look like they could fit together, like
pieces of a puzzle.

Scientists found more clues. Fossils of the same small reptile,
called Mesosaurus, are found in both South America and
Africa. It could not have swum across a whole ocean. Rocks
of the same kind and age also match up on both sides.

Today we know why. The crust is broken into plates that
move very slowly. About 200 million years ago, the
continents were joined in one huge landmass called Pangaea.
Over millions of years they drifted apart, and they are still
moving today.

1. What clue comes from the shapes of the continents?
they fit together like puzzle pieces they are all the same size
they are all round

2. Why are Mesosaurus fossils important?
they are very large they show the continents were once joined
they glow

3. What was Pangaea?

an ocean a volcano one huge landmass

L. Are the continents still moving? Use the passage to explain.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Puzzle of the Continents

Answers with evidence from the passage.

A Giant Jigsaw Puzzle

Look at a world map. The east side of South America and the
west side of Africa look like they could fit together, like
pieces of a puzzle.

Scientists found more clues. Fossils of the same small reptile,
called Mesosaurus, are found in both South America and
Africa. It could not have swum across a whole ocean. Rocks
of the same kind and age also match up on both sides.

Today we know why. The crust is broken into plates that
move very slowly. About 200 million years ago, the
continents were joined in one huge landmass called Pangaea.
Over millions of years they drifted apart, and they are still
moving today.

1. What clue comes from the shapes of the continents?

(they fit together like puzzle pieces) they are all the same size

they are all round

2. Why are Mesosaurus fossils important?

they are very large (they show the continents were once joined)

they glow

3. What was Pangaea?

an ocean a volcano (one huge landmass)

L. Are the continents still moving? Use the passage to explain.

Yes. The passage says the plates move very slowly and the continents
are still moving today.
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