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Multi-Step Word Problems
Write an equation with a letter for the unknown. Solve, then estimate to check. Sheet B

1. A school has 8 classes with 24 students each and 7 classes with 21 students 
each. How many students are in the school?

Show your work Equation (a letter for the unknown)

Estimate to check

Answer students

2. A theater has 26 rows of 22 seats. 299 seats are already sold. How many seats 
are left?

Show your work Equation (a letter for the unknown)

Estimate to check

Answer seats

3. A school club has 2,501 dollars. It earns 703 dollars at a bake sale and then 
spends 1,434 dollars on a field trip. How many dollars does the club have now?

Show your work Equation (a letter for the unknown)

Estimate to check

Answer dollars
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Multi-Step Word Problems
The equation, the steps, the answer and the estimate. Sheet B

1. A school has 8 classes with 24 students each and 7 classes with 21 students 
each. How many students are in the school?

Show your work

8 × 24 = 192

7 × 21 = 147

192 + 147 = 339

Equation (a letter for the unknown)

8 × 24 + 7 × 21 = b

Estimate to check

8 × 20 + 7 × 20 ≈ 300

Answer students

2. A theater has 26 rows of 22 seats. 299 seats are already sold. How many seats 
are left?

Show your work

26 × 22 = 572

572 − 299 = 273

Equation (a letter for the unknown)

26 × 22 − 299 = c

Estimate to check

30 × 20 − 300 ≈ 300

Answer seats

3. A school club has 2,501 dollars. It earns 703 dollars at a bake sale and then 
spends 1,434 dollars on a field trip. How many dollars does the club have now?

Show your work

2,501 + 703 = 3,204

3,204 − 1,434 = 1,770

Equation (a letter for the unknown)

2,501 + 703 − 1,434 = n

Estimate to check

2,500 + 700 − 1,400 ≈ 1,800

Answer dollars
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