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Multiply Fractions by Whole Numbers
Multiplying a fraction by a whole number is adding equal groups of that fraction.
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The rule
Multiply the whole number by the 
numerator. Keep the denominator: the 
parts stay the same size.
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Unit fractions
Every fraction is a whole number times a 

unit fraction: 5
4

 is 5 fourths.

5
4

= 5 ×
1
4

On a number line: 4 × 3
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, which is 3.
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