Name Date

Strong Beginnings and Endings

Choose the strongest beginning or ending.

A strong beginning pulls the reader right into the story. A strong ending wraps
up the problem and shows how the character feels or what they learned.

@ Which is the strongest beginning for a story about getting lost at a fair?

a. Hi, my name is Ava, and this story is about the fair.
b. “Where did everyone go?” I whispered, spinning around in the crowd.
c. One day something happened at the fair.

@ Which is the strongest beginning for a story about a first day at a new school?

My new sneakers squeaked on the shiny floor as a hundred strangers turned
to stare.

b. This is a story about my first day at a new school.
c. I went to a new school one time.

@ Which is the strongest ending for a story about a lost dog who is found?

a. Then we went home. The end.
b. And then I woke up, and it was all a dream.

That night, Biscuit curled up at the foot of my bed, and I promised to always

 check the gate.

@ Which is the strongest ending for a story about a hard soccer game?

a. That was the soccer game.

b We lost by one goal, but as we walked off the field, Coach said it was the best
" we had ever played, and I believed her.

c. Then the game was over, and I ate a snack.

@ Write a strong beginning for a story about a surprise party.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Written answers are examples.

Strong Beginnings and Endings

Choose the strongest beginning or ending.

A strong beginning pulls the reader right into the story. A strong ending wraps
up the problem and shows how the character feels or what they learned.

@ Which is the strongest beginning for a story about getting lost at a fair?

a. Hi, my name is Ava, and this story is about the fair.
(b. “Where did everyone go?” I whispered, spinning around in the crowd.)
c. One day something happened at the fair.

@ Which is the strongest beginning for a story about a first day at a new school?

" to stare.
b. This is a story about my first day at a new school.
c. I went to a new school one time.

(a My new sneakers squeaked on the shiny floor as a hundred strangers tur‘ned)

@ Which is the strongest ending for a story about a lost dog who is found?

a. Then we went home. The end.
b. And then I woke up, and it was all a dream.

(c That night, Biscuit curled up at the foot of my bed, and I promised to always)
" check the gate.

@ Which is the strongest ending for a story about a hard soccer game?

a. That was the soccer game.

(b We lost by one goal, but as we walked off the field, Coach said it was the best)
" we had ever played, and I believed her.

c. Then the game was over, and I ate a snack.

@ Write a strong beginning for a story about a surprise party.

“Surprise!” twenty voices shouted as the lights flicked on.
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