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Elements of a Narrative

Strong stories have all of these parts.

( )
A narrative is a story. It can be true or made up. Each example
below comes from one story about a runaway kite.
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Characters Setting
who the story is about where and when it happens
Leo, a lith grader, and his grandma a wmply hill in the park on a Saturday
morning
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Problem Events
what goes wrong what the characters do, in order
Leo’s kite string snaps, and the kite Leo tries to shake the tree. Then he
lands in a tall tree. asks a park worker for help.
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Solution Dialogue
how the problem is solved what characters say
The worker frees the kite with a long “Hold on tight this time!” Grandma
pole. laughed.
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Sensory details Transitions
what you see, hear, smell, touch, or taste words that move the story through time
The wind whistled, and the grass at first - suddenly -
smelled freshly cut. a few minutes later - in the end
- J J
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