
Name Date

Show, Don’t Tell
Rewrite each telling sentence so it shows.

Telling names a feeling or fact. Showing uses actions, sounds, and details so the 
reader figures it out.

Tell: Sam was tired. Show: Sam yawned, rubbed his eyes, and flopped onto the couch.

1 Mia was excited about her birthday party.

2 The kitchen was messy.

3 Jordan was nervous before the spelling bee.

4 The puppy was happy to see me.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Show, Don’t Tell
Rewrite each telling sentence so it shows.

Telling names a feeling or fact. Showing uses actions, sounds, and details so the 
reader figures it out.

Tell: Sam was tired. Show: Sam yawned, rubbed his eyes, and flopped onto the couch.

1 Mia was excited about her birthday party.

Mia bounced on her toes and checked the clock for the tenth time.

2 The kitchen was messy.

Flour covered the counter, and sticky bowls were piled in the sink.

3 Jordan was nervous before the spelling bee.

Jordan’s hands shook, and he whispered the words to himself over and over.

4 The puppy was happy to see me.

The puppy wagged his whole body and licked my chin.
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