
Name Date

Time-Order Transitions
Circle the transition that fits best.

Time-order transitions tell a reader when things happen in a story.

first · next · then · after · before · meanwhile · suddenly · later · at last · finally · 
the next morning

1
 we got to the campsite, we 

set up the tent.
Meanwhile Finally After

2
Mom flipped the pancakes. , 
Dad was setting the table in the next room.

Meanwhile Before Until

3

The race started at noon. Two hours 

, the last runner crossed the finish 
line.

before later first

4

We searched for the lost puppy all afternoon. 

, we found him asleep under 
the porch.

First Meanwhile At last

5
, gather your paper, scissors, and 

glue. Then cut out the shapes.
First Finally Later

6
The room was quiet. , a loud 
crash came from the kitchen, and everyone 
jumped.

At last Suddenly Slowly

7

On Saturday, we planted seeds. 

, tiny green 
sprouts poked out of the soil.

A week later A week earlier Before

8
 the movie ended, we 

talked about our favorite part.
Suddenly Meanwhile After

9
I brushed my teeth  I climbed 
into bed.

first before meanwhile

10

We waited in line for an hour. 

, it was our turn to ride the 
roller coaster.

Finally Suddenly Earlier
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Time-Order Transitions
Circle the transition that fits best.

Time-order transitions tell a reader when things happen in a story.

first · next · then · after · before · meanwhile · suddenly · later · at last · finally · 
the next morning

1
After  we got to the campsite, we 

set up the tent.
Meanwhile Finally After

2
Mom flipped the pancakes. Meanwhile , 
Dad was setting the table in the next room.

Meanwhile Before Until

3

The race started at noon. Two hours 

later , the last runner crossed the finish 
line.

before later first

4

We searched for the lost puppy all afternoon. 

At last , we found him asleep under 
the porch.

First Meanwhile At last

5
First , gather your paper, scissors, and 

glue. Then cut out the shapes.
First Finally Later

6
The room was quiet. Suddenly , a loud 
crash came from the kitchen, and everyone 
jumped.

At last Suddenly Slowly

7

On Saturday, we planted seeds. 

A week later , tiny green 
sprouts poked out of the soil.

A week later A week earlier Before

8
After  the movie ended, we 

talked about our favorite part.
Suddenly Meanwhile After

9
I brushed my teeth before  I climbed 
into bed.

first before meanwhile

10

We waited in line for an hour. 

Finally , it was our turn to ride the 
roller coaster.

Finally Suddenly Earlier
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