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The Navajo Nation Today
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

The Diné
The Navajo people call themselves the Diné, which means “the People.” The 
Navajo Nation is the largest Native nation by land in the United States. It 
covers about 27,000 square miles in Arizona, New Mexico and Utah — more 
land than ten of the fifty states.

The Navajo Nation has its own government, with a president, a council that 
makes laws and its own courts. Its capital is Window Rock, Arizona.

During World War II, Navajo Code Talkers used their language to send 
secret messages for the U.S. Marines. The enemy never broke the code.

Today many Diné families raise sheep, weave rugs, make silver jewelry and 
work in towns and cities. Schools teach the Navajo language so it stays 
strong.

1. What does Diné mean? the People the Desert the Sheep

2.
Where is the capital of the Navajo 
Nation?

Phoenix Window Rock Santa Fe

3. What did the Code Talkers do?

built roads wove rugs sent secret messages in Navajo

4. Give two pieces of evidence that the Navajo Nation is a nation with its own 
government.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Navajo Nation Today
Answers with evidence from the passage.

The Diné
The Navajo people call themselves the Diné, which means “the People.” The 
Navajo Nation is the largest Native nation by land in the United States. It 
covers about 27,000 square miles in Arizona, New Mexico and Utah — more 
land than ten of the fifty states.

The Navajo Nation has its own government, with a president, a council that 
makes laws and its own courts. Its capital is Window Rock, Arizona.

During World War II, Navajo Code Talkers used their language to send 
secret messages for the U.S. Marines. The enemy never broke the code.

Today many Diné families raise sheep, weave rugs, make silver jewelry and 
work in towns and cities. Schools teach the Navajo language so it stays 
strong.

1. What does Diné mean? the People the Desert the Sheep

2.
Where is the capital of the Navajo 
Nation?

Phoenix Window Rock Santa Fe

3. What did the Code Talkers do?

built roads wove rugs sent secret messages in Navajo

4. Give two pieces of evidence that the Navajo Nation is a nation with its own 
government.

It has a president, a council that makes laws, its own courts and a 
capital at Window Rock.
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