
Name Date

Oxymorons
A chart to read together and keep.

An oxymoron (ox-ee-MOR-on) puts two words with opposite 
meanings side by side. Together, they still make sense!

Sizes and Amounts

• jumbo shrimp: very big shrimp 
(but “shrimp” also means 
small)

• small crowd: just a few people

Sounds

• deafening silence: a quiet so 
big that everyone notices it

• loud whisper: a whisper that 
others can hear

Feelings

• bittersweet: happy and sad at 
the same time

• seriously funny: very, very 
funny

How Good?

• awfully good: very good
• minor disaster: a small 

problem that felt big

One and Only

• only choice: the one thing you 
can pick

• original copy: the first one, 
which copies are made from

How to Spot One
• Find two words side by side.
• Do they seem to mean opposite 

things?
• Does the phrase still make 

sense? Then it is an oxymoron!

Try it

Can you think of an oxymoron that is not on this chart?
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