
Name Date

Find the Oxymoron
Each sentence has one oxymoron. Circle it.

An oxymoron is two words side by side that seem to mean opposite things. A few 
oxymorons are one word made of two opposite parts.

Spilling the flour was a minor disaster.

1 Dad calls his workbench an organized mess.

2 There was a deafening silence after the vase fell.

3 Leaving camp on the last day felt bittersweet.

4 From the back row, Kayla gave me a loud whisper.

5 Grandpa’s knock-knock jokes are seriously funny.

6 The museum keeps the original copy of the town map.

7 By lunchtime, Kai’s big surprise was old news.

8 Our surprise party for Mom was an open secret.

9 The photographer told us to act naturally.

10 Our twin puzzles are almost exactly the same.

11 Dad’s new pumpkin soup tasted awfully good.

12 The kitten looked clearly confused by the mirror.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Find the Oxymoron
Each sentence has one oxymoron. Circle it.

An oxymoron is two words side by side that seem to mean opposite things. A few 
oxymorons are one word made of two opposite parts.

Spilling the flour was a minor disaster.

1 Dad calls his workbench an organized mess.

2 There was a deafening silence after the vase fell.

3 Leaving camp on the last day felt bittersweet.

4 From the back row, Kayla gave me a loud whisper.

5 Grandpa’s knock-knock jokes are seriously funny.

6 The museum keeps the original copy of the town map.

7 By lunchtime, Kai’s big surprise was old news.

8 Our surprise party for Mom was an open secret.

9 The photographer told us to act naturally.

10 Our twin puzzles are almost exactly the same.

11 Dad’s new pumpkin soup tasted awfully good.

12 The kitten looked clearly confused by the mirror.
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