
Name Date

Oxymoron or Not?
Read the bold words. Is it an oxymoron? Circle yes or no.

It is an oxymoron only when the two words seem to mean opposite things.

Yes: a loud whisper (whispers are quiet).     No: a soft whisper (whispers are soft).

1 The talking-pancake cartoon was seriously funny. yes no

2 Ms. Silva kept the original copy of the class poem. yes no

3 I ate a cold ice pop on the porch. yes no

4 A deafening silence filled the room after the joke. yes no

5 Only a small crowd came to the soccer game. yes no

6 We whispered in the quiet library. yes no

7 Aunt Kim’s peach pie is really good. yes no

8 We ordered jumbo shrimp at the beach café. yes no

9 A peaceful silence settled over the lake. yes no

10 Aunt Kim’s peach pie is awfully good. yes no

11 A huge crowd filled the fairgrounds. yes no

12 A tiny shrimp hid in the fish tank. yes no
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Oxymoron or Not?
Read the bold words. Is it an oxymoron? Circle yes or no.

It is an oxymoron only when the two words seem to mean opposite things.

Yes: a loud whisper (whispers are quiet).     No: a soft whisper (whispers are soft).

1 The talking-pancake cartoon was seriously funny. yes no

2 Ms. Silva kept the original copy of the class poem. yes no

3 I ate a cold ice pop on the porch. yes no

4 A deafening silence filled the room after the joke. yes no

5 Only a small crowd came to the soccer game. yes no

6 We whispered in the quiet library. yes no

7 Aunt Kim’s peach pie is really good. yes no

8 We ordered jumbo shrimp at the beach café. yes no

9 A peaceful silence settled over the lake. yes no

10 Aunt Kim’s peach pie is awfully good. yes no

11 A huge crowd filled the fairgrounds. yes no

12 A tiny shrimp hid in the fish tank. yes no
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