Name Date

What Does the Oxymoron Mean?

Read each sentence. Circle the letter of what the oxymoron means.

@ Only a small crowd came to the early show, so we got front-row seats.

a. A huge group of people came to the show.
b. Just a few people came to the show.
c. Tiny people sat in all the seats.

@ When Mr. Diaz asked who had the class hamster, there was a deafening silence.

a. The room was so loud that it hurt our ears.
b. Everyone answered at the same time.
c. Nobody said a word, and the quiet felt huge.

Moving away was bittersweet. I liked our new house, but I would miss my best
friend.

a. It made me feel happy and sad at the same time.
b. It tasted bitter and sweet at the same time.
c. It made me feel only angry and upset.

@ Jada’s comic about her goldfish was seriously funny.

a. It was serious and not funny at all.
b. It was very, very funny.
c. It made everyone feel sad.

@ Acting means pretending. Why is act naturally an oxymoron? What does it mean?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Written answers are examples.

What Does the Oxymoron Mean?

Read each sentence. Circle the letter of what the oxymoron means.

@ Only a small crowd came to the early show, so we got front-row seats.

a. A huge group of people came to the show.
(b. Just a few people came to the show.)
c. Tiny people sat in all the seats.

@ When Mr. Diaz asked who had the class hamster, there was a deafening silence.

a. The room was so loud that it hurt our ears.
b. Everyone answered at the same time.
(c. Nobody said a word, and the quiet felt huge.)

Moving away was bittersweet. I liked our new house, but I would miss my best
friend.

(a. It made me feel happy and sad at the same time.)
b. It tasted bitter and sweet at the same time.
c. It made me feel only angry and upset.

@ Jada’s comic about her goldfish was seriously funny.

a. It was serious and not funny at all.

(b. It was very, very funny.)
c. It made everyone feel sad.

@ Acting means pretending. Why is act naturally an oxymoron? What does it mean?

Acting means pretending, but naturally means not pretending. It means behave

the way you usually do.
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