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Parts of a Circuit
A circuit is a closed path that electric current flows around. This circuit has four 
parts.

The current leaves one end of the battery, flows through the wire, the switch and 
the bulb, and returns to the other end. Break the path anywhere and the bulb goes 
out.

+–

switch
Opens or closes the path to 
turn the circuit off or on.

bulb
Changes electrical energy into 
light (and some heat).

battery (cell)
Stores energy and pushes the 
current around the circuit.

wire
A metal path that carries the 
current.
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