
Name Date

When Everyone Is Sleeping
Read the poem. Look for personification. Level 2 · 119 words

1 When everyone is sleeping
and the lights are turned down low,
the house begins to whisper
in a voice that’s soft and slow.

2 The fridge hums its sleepy lullaby,
the same tune every night.
The faucet drips a story
to the patient kitchen light.

3 The stairs stretch out their creaky backs
and settle down to rest.
The cozy chair keeps Grandpa’s shape,
the shape it loves the best.

4 Outside, the wind taps on the glass
and begs to come inside.
The maple waves its sleepy arms,
and the shy moon runs to hide.

5 At last the house lets out a sigh
and, quiet as can be,
it keeps a gentle watch all night
on Mom and Dad and me.
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Name Date

When Everyone Is Sleeping: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 In stanza 1, what does the house begin to do? whisper sing shout

2 “The fridge hums its sleepy lullaby” (stanza 2). What does this really describe?

a. a person singing in the kitchen

b. the low, steady sound a fridge makes

c. a fridge that is broken

3 Name the two things in stanza 3 that are given human traits. Then write the human 
action for one of them.

4 In stanza 4, the wind “begs to come inside.” What is the wind really doing?

a. knocking on the door with a hand

b. coming in through an open door

c. blowing against the window

5 How does the speaker feel about the house at night?

safe and cozy scared and alone bored and grumpy

6 Why do you think the poet used personification in this poem? Use one example.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

When Everyone Is Sleeping: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 In stanza 1, what does the house begin to do? whisper sing shout

2 “The fridge hums its sleepy lullaby” (stanza 2). What does this really describe?

a. a person singing in the kitchen

b. the low, steady sound a fridge makes

c. a fridge that is broken

3 Name the two things in stanza 3 that are given human traits. Then write the human 
action for one of them.

The stairs and the chair. The stairs stretch their backs and rest. (The chair

loves Grandpa’s shape.)

4 In stanza 4, the wind “begs to come inside.” What is the wind really doing?

a. knocking on the door with a hand

b. coming in through an open door

c. blowing against the window

5 How does the speaker feel about the house at night?

safe and cozy scared and alone bored and grumpy

6 Why do you think the poet used personification in this poem? Use one example.

It makes the house seem alive and caring. The house “keeps a gentle watch”

over the family, so it feels safe.
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