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Earth's Moving Plates

Earth's crust is broken into giant pieces called plates. They move a few centimeters a
year, about as fast as your fingernails grow.
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Pulling apart

Pushing together

Melted rock rises into the gap and makes
new crust. Under the ocean this builds
long ridges.

When two continents crash, the crust
crumples up into tall mountains.
a convergent boundary

a divergent boundary
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One sinks under

A heavy ocean plate dives under another
plate. Melted rock rises and builds
volcanoes.

a convergent boundary

Sliding past

Plates grind past each other. They stick,
then slip, and cause earthquakes.
a transform boundary

Why it matters
Most volcanoes, earthquakes and tall mountain ranges are found near the edges

of plates.
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