Name Date

Grandpa’s Drawer

Read the poem. Notice how it is built like a list.

Level 2 - 135 words

1T Inthe drawer next to the stove,
my grandpa keeps
a whole world of small things:

2 one bent birthday candle,
two keys that don’t open anything,
three twist ties curled like sleeping worms,
four buttons, no two alike,

3 five pennies, one from the year I was born,
six rubber bands wound into a ball
the size of a plum,
seven seed packets for a garden
he hasn’t planted yet,

4 eight tiny screws from who knows where,
and nine old coupons
for things nobody buys anymore.

5 “Justin case,” Grandpa says.
113 7
You never know.

6 But under all of it,
flat and careful,
is one folded crayon drawing:
a purple house, a yellow sun,
and two stick people holding hands.
I made it when I was four.
Grandpa says it’s the most important thing
in the drawer.

everyworksheet.com



Name Date

Grandpa’s Drawer: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ This is a list poem. How are stanzas 2, 3, and 4 organized?

a. biggest to smallest b. rhyming pairs c. counted from one to nine

“Three twist ties curled like sleeping worms” is a simile. What does it help you see?

a. that they are alive b. how they bend and curl c. how long they are

@ The poem has a regular pattern of rhyme. true false

@ Why does Grandpa keep so many small things?

a. He wants to sell them. b. They might be useful. c. He forgot them.

@ Who is the speaker of the poem?

a. Grandpa’s grandchild b. Grandpa c. aneighbor

Why do you think the poet saved the drawing for the end? Use details from the
poem.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Grandpa’s Drawer: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ This is a list poem. How are stanzas 2, 3, and 4 organized?

a. biggest to smallest b. rhyming pairs  (c. counted from one to nine)

“Three twist ties curled like sleeping worms” is a simile. What does it help you see?

a. that they are alive  (b. how they bend and curl)  c. how long they are

@ The poem has a regular pattern of rhyme. true

@ Why does Grandpa keep so many small things?

a. He wants to sell them.  (b. They might be useful.) c. He forgot them.

@ Who is the speaker of the poem?

(a. Grandpa’s grandchild)  b. Grandpa c. a neighbor

@ Why do you think the poet saved the drawing for the end? Use details from the
poem.

The poet saved it for last because it is special. The other things are just kept

“just in case,” but the drawing is kept flat and careful because Grandpa loves

his grandchild.
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