
Name Date

Parts of a Poem
A chart to read together and keep.

A poem shares a feeling, a picture, or a story in carefully chosen 
words. Poems are written in lines and often use rhyme and rhythm.

Line
one row of words

The fog crept in
on soft gray feet.
(two lines, one sentence)

Stanza
a group of lines

Like a paragraph in a poem. A blank 
space comes after each stanza.

Verse
writing in lines

Poems are written in verse. Stories are 
written in prose: sentences and 
paragraphs.

Rhyme
the same ending sound

The snow came down without a sound
and tucked a blanket on the ground.

Rhythm
the beat you hear

Strong and soft syllables:
RAIN on the ROOF, RAIN in the STREET

Meter
a beat pattern that repeats

Count the strong beats in each line:
the SUN came UP, the BIRDS aWOKE (4)

Speaker
the voice in the poem

It may not be the poet!
I am the moon. I watch you sleep.
(The speaker is the moon.)

Refrain
lines that repeat

Lines that come back again and again, 
often at the end of each stanza.
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