
Name Date

Poem, Prose, or Drama?
Read each one. Circle what kind of writing it is.

Poem: lines and stanzas. Prose: sentences and paragraphs. Drama: a cast of characters, 
lines to speak, and stage directions.

1
JAMAL: (out of breath) Wait! Please wait for me!
DRIVER: (opening the door) Hop on, Jamal. Lucky for you, I’m early today.

Is this a poem, prose, or a drama?

a. a poem

b. prose

c. a drama

2

The bus pulls away,
my shoelaces flapping,
late again,
late again.

Is this a poem, prose, or a drama?

a. a poem

b. prose

c. a drama

3
Jamal raced to the bus stop with his shoelaces flapping. He was late again, and 
the bus was already pulling away.

Is this a poem, prose, or a drama?

a. a poem

b. prose

c. a drama

4
The list of characters at the start of a drama is called 

the .
cast rhyme verse

5
In a drama, stage  tell actors 
how to move or speak.

stanzas rhymes directions
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Poem, Prose, or Drama?
Read each one. Circle what kind of writing it is.

Poem: lines and stanzas. Prose: sentences and paragraphs. Drama: a cast of characters, 
lines to speak, and stage directions.

1
JAMAL: (out of breath) Wait! Please wait for me!
DRIVER: (opening the door) Hop on, Jamal. Lucky for you, I’m early today.

Is this a poem, prose, or a drama?

a. a poem

b. prose

c. a drama

2

The bus pulls away,
my shoelaces flapping,
late again,
late again.

Is this a poem, prose, or a drama?

a. a poem

b. prose

c. a drama

3
Jamal raced to the bus stop with his shoelaces flapping. He was late again, and 
the bus was already pulling away.

Is this a poem, prose, or a drama?

a. a poem

b. prose

c. a drama

4
The list of characters at the start of a drama is called 

the cast .
cast rhyme verse

5
In a drama, stage directions  tell actors 
how to move or speak.

stanzas rhymes directions
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