
Name Date

A Year at the Pond: Four Haiku
Read each haiku. Count the syllables on your fingers. Level 1 · 54 words

1 Green frogs wake and sing,
a chorus in the cattails.
Spring has found the pond.

2 Dragonflies zip past,
blue wings flashing in the sun.
A turtle dozes.

3 Red leaves drift and spin,
tiny boats on the water.
Geese call, heading south.

4 Ice covers the pond.
Under it, the sleeping frogs
dream of spring again.

1 A haiku has three lines. How many syllables are in the second 
line of each haiku?

5 9 7

2 The first line of each haiku has five syllables. true false

3 How is this set of haiku organized?

by animal size by season by time of day

4 In haiku 3, the leaves are called “tiny boats.” What does this metaphor show?

a. They float. b. They are wooden. c. People ride them.

5 How does the last haiku connect back to the first one? Use details from both.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

A Year at the Pond: Four Haiku
Read each haiku. Count the syllables on your fingers. Level 1 · 54 words

1 Green frogs wake and sing,
a chorus in the cattails.
Spring has found the pond.

2 Dragonflies zip past,
blue wings flashing in the sun.
A turtle dozes.

3 Red leaves drift and spin,
tiny boats on the water.
Geese call, heading south.

4 Ice covers the pond.
Under it, the sleeping frogs
dream of spring again.

1 A haiku has three lines. How many syllables are in the second 
line of each haiku?

5 9 7

2 The first line of each haiku has five syllables. true false

3 How is this set of haiku organized?

by animal size by season by time of day

4 In haiku 3, the leaves are called “tiny boats.” What does this metaphor show?

a. They float. b. They are wooden. c. People ride them.

5 How does the last haiku connect back to the first one? Use details from both.

Both haiku are about the frogs. In the first, they wake and sing in spring. In

the last, they sleep under the ice and dream of spring again, so the year goes around in a circle.
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