
Name Date

The Deep End
Read the poem. Notice how the lines are broken up. Level 2 · 138 words

1 All summer
I stayed in the shallow end,
where my toes could always
find the floor.

2 The deep end was a different country.
The water there was a darker blue,
and the big kids flew off the diving board
like birds who knew a secret.

3 “You can float,” said my cousin Ines.
“The water wants to hold you up.
You just have to let it.”

4 On the last day of summer
I walked to the edge.
My heart was a drum.
My knees were jelly.

5 I jumped.
The water closed over me,
cool and quiet,
and then it pushed me up,
up,
up,
into the bright, loud air.

6 I lay back,
arms spread wide like a starfish,
and Ines was right:
the water held me
the whole time.

7 Next summer,
the deep end
will just be
the pool.
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Name Date

The Deep End: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 The lines of this poem rhyme at the end. true false

2 This poem is written in free verse. What does that mean?

a. four-line stanzas b. paragraphs c. no set rhyme or beat

3 In stanza 4, “My heart was a drum” is a metaphor. It means the speaker’s heart was

a. loud like music b. round and hollow c. pounding hard and fast

4 Why do you think the poet put the word “up” on three lines by itself?

a. to show rising up slowly b. to make a rhyme c. to show sinking

5 In stanza 6, the speaker floats “like a starfish.” What does this simile help you 
picture?

a. spots on the body b. arms and legs spread wide c. swimming fast

6 How do the speaker’s feelings about the deep end change? Use details from stanza 4 
and stanza 7.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Deep End: Questions
Answer the questions about the poem.

1 The lines of this poem rhyme at the end. true false

2 This poem is written in free verse. What does that mean?

a. four-line stanzas b. paragraphs c. no set rhyme or beat

3 In stanza 4, “My heart was a drum” is a metaphor. It means the speaker’s heart was

a. loud like music b. round and hollow c. pounding hard and fast

4 Why do you think the poet put the word “up” on three lines by itself?

a. to show rising up slowly b. to make a rhyme c. to show sinking

5 In stanza 6, the speaker floats “like a starfish.” What does this simile help you 
picture?

a. spots on the body b. arms and legs spread wide c. swimming fast

6 How do the speaker’s feelings about the deep end change? Use details from stanza 4 
and stanza 7.

In stanza 4, the speaker is scared: the heart is a drum and the knees are jelly.

In stanza 7, the speaker is not afraid anymore, because the deep end will just

be the pool.
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