Name Date

The Last Inning

Read the poem. It tells a story. Level 3 - 198 words

1 The score was tied, the sky was gray,
the final inning of the day.
Two outs. A runner stood on third.
The crowd was silent. No one stirred.

2 Then Hana stepped up to the plate,
her helmet tilted, not quite straight.
She’d struck out twice. Her knees felt weak.
Her mouth was dry. She couldn’t speak.

3 The first pitch whizzed right by. Strike one!
The next pitch, too. Strike two. “Not done,”
she told herself. Then, from the crowd,
she heard her grandma, clear and loud:

4 “Just watch the ball, and breathe, my dear!”
And Hana’s head felt calm and clear.
She watched the third pitch, low and slow.
She swung. CRACK! Look at that ball go!

5 It floated over second base
and dropped into an empty space.
The runner raced. The fielder dove,
but missed it by the width of a glove.

6 The runner slid. The dust flew high.
“He’s SAFE!” rang out the umpire’s cry.
Her teammates swarmed her, hugging, proud.
Her grandma cheered above the crowd.

7 It was no home run, long and grand,;
it barely cleared the infield sand.
But Hana grinned. At last she knew:
one small, brave hit can see you through.
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Name Date

The Last Inning: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ What makes this a narrative poem?

a. It tells a story with a character, a problem, and an ending.
b. It describes one object in a lot of detail.
c. It has norhyme and no beat.

@ Which lines rhyme in each stanza?

1and 3;2 and 4 1Tand 2; 3and 4 only 2 and 4

@ In stanza 3, why does Hana tell herself, “Not done™?

a. The game is over. b. She wants to leave. c. She won'’t give up.

@ Hana hits a home run to win the game.

@ Number the events in the order they happen.

: The fielder dives and misses.
: The runner slides in safe.
: Grandma calls out to Hana.
: Hana hits the third pitch.

@ What does Hana learn at the end? Use details from stanza 7.

true false
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Last Inning: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.
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What makes this a narrative poem?

(a. It tells a story with a character, a problem, and an ending. )
b. It describes one object in a lot of detail.
c. It has norhyme and no beat.

Which lines rhyme in each stanza?

1and 3; 2 and 4 (1and2;3and 14+) only 2 and 4

In stanza 3, why does Hana tell herself, “Not done™?

a. The game is over. b. She wants to leave.  (c. She won’t give up.)

Hana hits a home run to win the game. true

Number the events in the order they happen.

3 | The fielder dives and misses.
L4 | The runner slides in safe.

1 Grandma calls out to Hana.

2 | Hana hits the third pitch.

What does Hana learn at the end? Use details from stanza 7.

Hana learns that you do not need a big home run to succeed. A small, brave

hit was enough to win the game.
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