Name Date

Things I Can’t Pack

Read the poem. Listen for the lines that repeat.

Level 2 - 141 words

1T Goodbye to the crooked front step
that creaks when you sit on it,
the one where I learned to tie my shoes.
I can’t pack a step in a box,
but I will carry it with me.

2 Goodbye to my bedroom window,
where I watched for the first snow,
and to the lilac bush that made my room
smell like spring every May.
I can’t pack a smell in a box,
but I will carry it with me.

3 Goodbye to Mr. Kim next door,
who waved from his porch every morning,
even in the rain.
I can’t pack a wave in a box,
but I will carry it with me.

4 Hello, new house,
with your quiet halls
and your door that sticks.
I don’t know your sounds yet.
But I brought a lot with me,
and I have room for more.
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Name Date

Things I Can’t Pack: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ Which lines are repeated at the end of stanzas 1, 2, and 3?7

a. “Ican’t packa in a box, / but I will carry it with me.”
b. “Goodbye to the crooked front step”
c. “Hello, new house”

@ What is happening to the speaker?

a. The speaker is going to camp.
b. The speaker is moving to a new house.
c. The speaker is cleaning a bedroom.

@ What does “I will carry it with me” really mean?

a. I will remember it.
b. I will hold it in my arms.
c. I will putitinthe truck.

@ Stanza 4 has the same refrain as the other stanzas. true false
@ Why do you think the poet repeats the refrain?
a. to make it rhyme b. to list the boxes c. to show many memories

@ What is the theme, or message, of the poem? Use details from stanza L.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Things I Can’t Pack: Questions

Answer the questions about the poem.

@ Which lines are repeated at the end of stanzas 1, 2, and 3?7

(a. “I can’t pack a in a box, / but I will carry it with me.”)
b. “Goodbye to the crooked front step”
“Hello, new house”

@ What is happening to the speaker?

a. The speaker is going to camp.
(b. The speaker is moving to a new house. )
c. The speaker is cleaning a bedroom.

@ What does “I will carry it with me” really mean?

(a. I will remember it.)
b. I will hold it in my arms.
c. I will putitinthe truck.

@ Stanza 4 has the same refrain as the other stanzas. true

@ Why do you think the poet repeats the refrain?

a. to make it rhyme b. to list the boxes  (c. to show many memories)

@ What is the theme, or message, of the poem? Use details from stanza L.

Memories go with you wherever you go. The speaker says goodbye to the old

house but brought a lot along and has room for new memories in the new

house.
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