Name Date

Signs of Friendship

Read the story. Level 3 - 446 words

1

10

11

When Ms. Brennan said that a new student was joining the class, everyone turned to look at
the door. A boy with curly hair and bright green glasses walked in, followed by a woman.

“This is Lucas,” said Ms. Brennan. “Lucas is deaf, and he uses American Sign Language, or
ASL. This is Ms. Rivera, his interpreter. She will sign what we say so that Lucas can
understand, and she will speak out loud what Lucas signs.”

Maya liked Lucas right away. During science, she added a tiny alien waving from Mars to his
drawing of the solar system. Lucas grinned and gave her a thumbs-up.

But recess was harder. Ms. Rivera took her break then, and Lucas stood by the fence while
everyone else played. Kids waved at him, but nobody knew what to say, or how to say it.
Maya noticed that he looked lonely, and she felt a heavy, uncomfortable feeling in her
chest.

Maya thought about Lucas all evening. Then she had an idea. She borrowed a book about
ASL from the library and watched lessons with her dad. She practiced the alphabet, one
handshape at a time, until her fingers ached. She learned that signers can spell out a word
letter by letter with their hands. This is called fingerspelling.

Maya learned something else, too. ASL is a real language with its own grammar. Faces
matter in ASL, not just hands. Raising your eyebrows can turn a sign into a question.

The next morning at recess, Maya walked up to Lucas. Her heart was thumping. Slowly,
carefully, she fingerspelled her name: M-A-Y-A.

Lucas’s eyebrows shot up. Then he laughed, not in a mean way, but in a happy, surprised
way. Then he pulled a small notebook out of his pocket and wrote, “You spelled your name
right! Want me to teach you more?”

From then on, recess became sign language class. Lucas taught Maya the signs for play,
funny, and friend. For friend, you hook your two pointer fingers together, first one way and
then the other. Maya taught Lucas her favorite clapping game. Soon a whole group of kids
gathered by the fence every day to learn, laughing at their mistakes.

A month later, the class sang a song at the school assembly. Lucas and Ms. Rivera had
helped everyone learn to sign the words as they sang. When the song ended, Lucas showed
the audience a way to applaud that deaf people can see: raise both hands high and wave
them. The whole gym filled with hundreds of waving hands.

Maya looked across the stage at Lucas. She hooked her pointer fingers together. Lucas
grinned and did the same.
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Name Date

Signs of Friendship: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Why was recess hard for Lucas at first?

a. He hated playing. b. Recess was short. c. Kids did not know ASL.

Find a word in paragraph 5 that means spelling out a word letter by letter with your
hands.

@ How does recess change from paragraph 4 to paragraph 97
a. Recess moves inside to the gym.
b. Lucas goes from standing alone to being part of a group.
c. Recess gets longer every day.

@ Why did the audience wave their hands at the end of the song?

a. Deaf people see it. b. Their hands hurt. c. They had to be quiet.

Describe Maya in depth. Tell what she thinks, says, or does. Use details from at least
two paragraphs.

At the end, Maya and Lucas both hook their pointer fingers together. What does this
show?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Signs of Friendship: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ Why was recess hard for Lucas at first?

a. He hated playing. b. Recess was short.  (c. Kids did not know ASL.)

Find a word in paragraph 5 that means spelling out a word letter by letter with your
hands.

fingerspelling

@ How does recess change from paragraph 4 to paragraph 97

a. Recess moves inside to the gym.
(b. Lucas goes from standing alone to being part of a group. )
c. Recess gets longer every day.

@ Why did the audience wave their hands at the end of the song?

(a. Deaf people seeit.) b. Their hands hurt. c. They had to be quiet.

Describe Maya in depth. Tell what she thinks, says, or does. Use details from at least
two paragraphs.

Maya is kind and determined. She notices that Lucas is lonely and feels bad

about it. Then she practices the ASL alphabet until her fingers ache and bravely

fingerspells her name to him.

At the end, Maya and Lucas both hook their pointer fingers together. What does this
show?

It is the sign for friend, so they have become good friends.
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