Name Date

The Amazing Octopus

Read the text. Level 1 - 318 words

T An octopus has no bones, three hearts, and blue blood. It can change color in less
than a second. No wonder many people think the octopus is one of the most
amazing animals in the ocean!

Eight Arms

2 An octopus has eight long arms. Each arm is lined with round suckers. The suckers
can grab and hold things, and they can even taste what they touch. An octopus
uses its arms to crawl along the sea floor, pull open shells, and bring food to its
mouth.

Squeezing Through

3 Because it has no bones, an octopus can squeeze its soft body through very small
spaces. The only hard part of its body is its beak, a sharp mouth shaped a little
like a parrot’s beak. If its beak can fit through a gap, the rest of the octopus can,
too.

Hiding in Plain Sight

4 An octopus has special cells in its skin that let it change color quickly. It can
match the rocks, sand, or coral around it. Some octopuses can even make their
skin bumpy or smooth to blend in. If a predator, an animal that hunts other
animals, comes close, an octopus can squirt a cloud of dark ink. Then it shoots
water out of a tube on its body and jets away.

A Clever Problem Solver

5 Scientists have found that octopuses are very good at solving problems. In
aquariums, octopuses have learned to open jars to get the food inside. Some have
even figured out how to sneak out of their tanks!

6 Octopuses live in every ocean on Earth. Most of them live alone and make a den, a
small cave or crack among the rocks, where they can rest and hide. Many
octopuses hunt at night. They eat crabs, clams, shrimp, and fish. With so many
tricks, it is easy to see why this soft, eight-armed animal is so good at surviving in
the sea.
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Name Date

The Amazing Octopus: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is the main idea of the whole text?

a. Octopuses like to eat crabs and clams.
b. Octopuses live mostly in aquariums.
c. The octopus has many amazing body parts and skills.

@ Why can an octopus squeeze through small spaces?

a. It has three hearts. b. It can change color. c. It has no bones.

@ An octopus’s suckers can taste what they touch. true false

@ Find the words in paragraph 4 that tell what a predator is.

@ Which detail best supports the idea that octopuses are smart?

a. They have blue blood. b. They open jars. c. Their suckers grab.

@ How does an octopus get away from a predator?

a. It squirts ink. b. It climbs onto land. c. It grows a shell.

@ Summarize paragraph 4 in one or two sentences.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Amazing Octopus: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ What is the main idea of the whole text?

a. Octopuses like to eat crabs and clams.
b. Octopuses live mostly in aquariums.
(c. The octopus has many amazing body parts and skills. )

@ Why can an octopus squeeze through small spaces?

a. It has three hearts. b. It can change color. (. It has no bones.)

@ An octopus’s suckers can taste what they touch. false

@ Find the words in paragraph 4 that tell what a predator is.

an animal that hunts other animals

@ Which detail best supports the idea that octopuses are smart?

a. They have blue blood.  (b. They open jars.)  c. Their suckers grab.

@ How does an octopus get away from a predator?

(a. Itsquirtsink.) b. It climbs onto land. c. It grows a shell.

@ Summarize paragraph 4 in one or two sentences.

An octopus can hide by changing its color and skin to match what is around

it. If a predator still comes close, it squirts ink and jets away.
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