
Name Date

The Library Riddles
Read the story. Level 1 · 361 words

1 On Monday, Lena checked out a library book about sharks. When she opened it at 
home, a folded yellow note slid out and landed on her knee.

2 The note said, “I have teeth, but I never bite. I help you look neat every morning. 
What am I?” Under the riddle was a tiny drawing of a star.

3 Lena thought for a moment. Then she grinned. “A comb!” On the back of the note 
was one more line in the same tiny, neat letters: “If you solved it, leave a riddle of 
your own in the book about volcanoes.”

4 The next day, Lena found the volcano book on the library shelf. She tucked a note 
inside: “What has a neck but no head?” At the bottom, she drew a little heart.

5 All week, the riddles went back and forth. Lena found them in a book about the 
moon, a book about soccer, and a cookbook for kids. Each riddle was harder than the 
last, and each one ended with a star.

6 Lena was dying to know who the Star Riddler was, so she looked for clues. The 
handwriting was always tiny and neat. The notes always came from a yellow sticky 
pad. And each new riddle showed up on a Tuesday or a Thursday, the days when 
Room 12 had library time.

7 On Thursday, Lena asked Mrs. Ortiz, the librarian, if she could help put books away. 
Soon Room 12 came in. A quiet boy named Omar, who had moved to town a few 
weeks before, sat alone at the corner table. He took out a yellow sticky pad and 
began to write in tiny, neat letters.

8 Lena walked over. “What has a neck but no head?” she asked.

9 Omar looked up, surprised. “A bottle,” he said slowly. Then a smile spread across his 
face. “You’re the Heart Riddler!”

10 Omar explained that he did not know anyone at his new school yet. Talking to new 
people made his stomach twist into knots, but writing riddles was easy. “I hoped 
someone would write back,” he said.

11 “Well, someone did,” said Lena. “Want to sit with me at lunch tomorrow? Bring your 
hardest riddle.”
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The Library Riddles: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is the answer to the riddle in paragraph 2?

a comb a shark a pencil

2 Which clue told Lena which class the Star Riddler was in?

the stars harder riddles the library days

3 Lena signed her riddles with a little heart. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 9 that shows Omar did not expect Lena’s question.

5 Why did Omar write riddles instead of just talking to other kids? Use details from 
paragraph 10.

6 What kind of person is Lena? Use two details from the story to support your answer.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Library Riddles: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is the answer to the riddle in paragraph 2?

a comb a shark a pencil

2 Which clue told Lena which class the Star Riddler was in?

the stars harder riddles the library days

3 Lena signed her riddles with a little heart. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 9 that shows Omar did not expect Lena’s question.

surprised

5 Why did Omar write riddles instead of just talking to other kids? Use details from 
paragraph 10.

Omar was new and did not know anyone. Talking to new people made him

nervous, but writing riddles was easy, and he hoped someone would write back.

6 What kind of person is Lena? Use two details from the story to support your answer.

Lena is clever and kind. She solves the riddles and finds the riddler by noticing

clues, and then she invites Omar, who has no friends yet, to sit with her at

lunch.
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