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The Missing Trumpet
Read the story. Level 3 · 613 words

Chapter 1: Gone
1 On the morning of the spring concert, Malik opened the band closet 

and froze. The shelf where he always kept his trumpet case was 
empty.

2 “No, no, no,” he muttered. He checked the shelf above it and the 
shelf below it. He looked behind the tuba cases and under the music 
stands. The black case with the silver stickers was nowhere.

3 “Looking for something?” asked Leo Park, who was putting his 
clarinet together by the window.

4 Malik spun around. Leo had wanted the trumpet solo in “Sunrise 
March.” Everyone knew it. When Mr. Delgado gave the solo to Malik, 
Leo had said, “That’s not fair,” loud enough for the whole band to 
hear.

5 “Where is it?” Malik demanded. “Where’s my trumpet?”

6 Leo blinked. “How would I know?”

7 “Because you wanted my solo!” Malik’s voice bounced off the walls of 
the band room. A few kids stopped talking and stared.

8 Leo’s ears turned pink. He set down his clarinet very carefully. “I 
didn’t touch your trumpet,” he said quietly, and he walked out of the 
room.

Chapter 2: Clues
9 Mr. Delgado helped Malik search the whole music wing. They checked 

the stage, the lost-and-found box, and even the teachers’ lounge. No 
trumpet.

10 “When did you last have it?” Mr. Delgado asked.

11 Malik thought hard. “Friday. I took it home to practice all weekend.” 
He stopped. He had been so sure it was in the closet that he had not 
even thought about Saturday or Sunday.

12 At lunch, Malik called home from the school office. His dad answered. 
“Your trumpet? I haven’t seen it, but let me look.”
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13 A few minutes later, his dad was laughing. “Found it. It was in Zuri’s 
room, next to her stuffed animals. She says she wanted to give her 
giraffe a concert.”

14 Malik’s little sister was four. He should have laughed, too, but 
instead his stomach sank. He thought about Leo’s pink ears and the 
way he had set down his clarinet so carefully, as if he were trying 
hard not to throw it.

15 Now he remembered Saturday clearly. Zuri had followed him around 
all morning, humming along while he practiced and begging for a 
turn. He had told her that a trumpet was not a toy. Then he had left 
the case open on the couch while he went to eat lunch.

Chapter 3: The Solo
16 Dad brought the trumpet to school before the concert. Malik held it 

tightly, but it did not feel like a win. He found Leo in the hallway, 
alone, warming up with soft scales.

17 “Leo,” Malik said. “My sister had my trumpet. I’m really sorry. I 
blamed you without any proof, in front of everybody.”

18 Leo kept his eyes on his clarinet keys. “You really thought I would 
steal it?”

19 “I wasn’t thinking,” Malik admitted. “I was scared, so I picked the 
easiest person to blame. That was wrong.”

20 For a long moment, Leo said nothing. Then he shrugged. “Your solo 
starts too fast, you know. You always rush the first four notes. You 
have to count them in your head, slow, like a big old clock.”

21 Malik almost smiled. “Will you count me in?”

22 Leo looked up at last. “Fine,” he said. “But only because the band 
sounds better when the trumpet isn’t racing.” The corner of his 
mouth twitched, almost like a smile.

23 That night, when the band reached the solo in “Sunrise March,” Leo 
tapped his foot four times, slow and steady, where only Malik could 
see. Malik played every note just right.

24 Afterward, Malik stood up in front of the whole band. “Leo helped me 
with that solo,” he said. This time, everyone heard the truth.
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Name Date

The Missing Trumpet: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why did Malik blame Leo?

a. Leo wanted the solo. b. Leo plays trumpet. c. Leo admitted it.

2 In paragraph 5, demanded means asked softly politely firmly

3 Malik’s little sister had taken the trumpet. true false

4 In paragraph 8, how does Leo feel?

sleepy hurt and upset proud

5 Why did Leo tap his foot four times?

a. he was bored b. to warm his feet c. so Malik won’t rush

6 Which sentence best states the theme?

a. Always practice. b. Don’t blame without proof. c. Hide your stuff.

7 How does Malik show he is sorry? Use two details from Chapter 3.

8 Explain the last sentence: “This time, everyone heard the truth.”
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Missing Trumpet: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Why did Malik blame Leo?

a. Leo wanted the solo. b. Leo plays trumpet. c. Leo admitted it.

2 In paragraph 5, demanded means asked softly politely firmly

3 Malik’s little sister had taken the trumpet. true false

4 In paragraph 8, how does Leo feel?

sleepy hurt and upset proud

5 Why did Leo tap his foot four times?

a. he was bored b. to warm his feet c. so Malik won’t rush

6 Which sentence best states the theme?

a. Always practice. b. Don’t blame without proof. c. Hide your stuff.

7 How does Malik show he is sorry? Use two details from Chapter 3.

Malik tells Leo he is sorry and admits he blamed him without proof. After the

concert, he tells the whole band that Leo helped him with the solo.

8 Explain the last sentence: “This time, everyone heard the truth.”

In Chapter 1, everyone heard Malik blame Leo unfairly. At the end, everyone

hears the truth: Leo did nothing wrong and even helped Malik.
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