
Name Date

The Spinning Robot
Read the story. Level 2 · 415 words

1 Wen had been dreaming about the Robot Challenge all year. Teams of fourth graders 
would build small robots that could drive through a maze made of wooden blocks, push a 
ping-pong ball, and get it into a cup at the end. The fastest robot would win.

2 Wen was on a team with Amara and Diego. On the first day, Wen opened his notebook to 
show them the drawings he had made. “I already know how to build it,” he said. “I’ll do 
the building. You two can hand me parts.”

3 Amara and Diego looked at each other. “Okay,” Diego said quietly.

4 For two weeks, Wen built. He attached the motor, the wheels, and a little claw made 
from bent wire. Amara noticed that the back left wheel rubbed against the robot’s 
frame. “Wen, I think that wheel is too close,” she said.

5 “It’s fine,” said Wen, without looking up.

6 Diego had an idea, too. “What if we use a ramp instead of a claw? The ball could roll 
right into the cup.” Wen shook his head. His claw was going to be perfect.

7 Then came the first practice run. Ms. Haddad, their coach, started the timer. The robot 
rolled forward, turned left, and kept turning. It spun in a slow circle like a dog chasing 
its tail. Some kids on the other teams giggled. Wen’s face burned.

8 That night, Wen could not sleep. He thought about the spinning robot. He thought about 
Amara’s words: “I think that wheel is too close.” He thought about how quiet Diego had 
been.

9 The next morning, he walked up to his teammates. “I’m sorry,” he said. “I didn’t listen. 
Amara, will you show me the wheel? And Diego, tell me more about your ramp.”

10 Amara grabbed a screwdriver and moved the wheel out a tiny bit. Diego sketched the 
ramp, and Wen helped him build it out of cardboard, tape, and two craft sticks. They 
tested the robot again and again. Each time, they talked about what went wrong and 
how to fix it.

11 On the day of the Robot Challenge, their robot rolled straight through the maze. It 
nudged the ball onto the ramp, and the ball rolled neatly into the cup. They did not 
finish first. They finished third out of twelve teams.

12 Wen didn’t mind. When Ms. Haddad handed them their ribbon, he let Amara and Diego 
pin it on the team poster. “Next year,” Wen said, “let’s build it together from the very 
first day.”
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Name Date

The Spinning Robot: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is Wen’s problem at the beginning of the story?

a. He won’t share the work. b. He hates robots. c. He lost his notes.

2 Why did the robot keep turning left?

a. The claw was heavy. b. The maze was bent. c. A wheel rubbed.

3 In paragraph 7, “Wen’s face burned” shows that he felt

sleepy embarrassed proud

4 Wen decided on his own to tell his teammates he was sorry. true false

5 Find a word in paragraph 11 that means “pushed gently.”

6 Which sentence best states the theme of the story?

a. Good teams listen to every member’s ideas.

b. Robots are very hard to build.

c. Winning first place is all that matters.

7 How does Wen change from the beginning of the story to the end? Use two details 
from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Spinning Robot: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 What is Wen’s problem at the beginning of the story?

a. He won’t share the work. b. He hates robots. c. He lost his notes.

2 Why did the robot keep turning left?

a. The claw was heavy. b. The maze was bent. c. A wheel rubbed.

3 In paragraph 7, “Wen’s face burned” shows that he felt

sleepy embarrassed proud

4 Wen decided on his own to tell his teammates he was sorry. true false

5 Find a word in paragraph 11 that means “pushed gently.”

nudged

6 Which sentence best states the theme of the story?

a. Good teams listen to every member’s ideas.

b. Robots are very hard to build.

c. Winning first place is all that matters.

7 How does Wen change from the beginning of the story to the end? Use two details 
from the text.

At the beginning, Wen wants to build the robot alone and ignores Amara’s

warning and Diego’s ramp idea. By the end, he says he is sorry, listens to their

ideas, and wants to build together next year.
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