
Name Date

The Stone in the Stream
Read the story. Level 3 · 447 words

1 Long ago, in a village tucked between two green hills, there lived a small girl named Anya, 
the youngest of the weaver’s children.

2 The village depended on a clear, quick stream that ran down from the hills. It filled the 
people’s buckets, turned the miller’s wheel, and watered every garden in the valley.

3 One spring night, a great storm rolled over the hills. By morning, a boulder as big as an ox 
cart had tumbled down the hillside and landed in the middle of the stream. Below it, the 
stream bed dried up. The miller’s wheel stood still, and the gardens began to wilt.

4 Everyone gathered by the stone. Oren the blacksmith, the strongest man in the village, 
rolled up his sleeves. He pushed until his face turned as red as a beet. The stone did not 
budge. Then ten strong men pushed together. Still, the stone did not budge.

5 Grandmother Sela, the oldest woman in the village, shook her head. “Moving that stone is a 
herculean task,” she said.

6 Anya knew that word from her father’s stories. Long ago, the Greeks and Romans told 
stories about a hero named Hercules, who was stronger than any person alive. He was given 
twelve labors, jobs so hard that no one else could do them. Ever since, people have called an 
enormous job that seems to need superhuman strength a herculean task.

7 That evening, Anya sat by the stream, thinking. She watched a line of ants carry a crust of 
bread that was much bigger than any one of them. No ant was strong enough alone, but 
together they moved it bit by bit. She also remembered how her father lifted his heavy loom: 
he slid a pole under it, set a block under the pole, and pressed down.

8 The next morning, Anya asked the villagers for three things: a long, strong log, a flat rock 
the size of a stool, and every person in the village, young and old. Her brothers laughed, but 
Grandmother Sela said, “Let the child try.”

9 Anya had the men push one end of the log under the edge of the boulder. Then she set the 
flat rock under the log, close to the boulder, and asked everyone to grab the long end.

10 Young and old, everyone leaned at once. The log creaked. The boulder groaned. Then, 
slowly, the giant stone tipped up, rolled over once, and thudded onto the bank. The stream 
ran free again, and the villagers cheered.

11 From then on, people called the boulder Anya’s Stone. And whenever someone in the village 
faced a herculean task, the old ones would say, “Find a long log, a good idea, and many 
hands.”
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The Stone in the Stream: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Reread paragraphs 5 and 6. What does herculean mean?

a. needing enormous effort b. quick and easy c. very old and wise

2 Where does the word herculean come from?

a. the blacksmith’s name b. a kind of stone c. a hero in old stories

3 Ten strong men were able to move the stone. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “move even a little.”

5 What two things gave Anya her idea?

a. ants and the loom

b. the storm and the mill

c. teasing and strength

6 Which sentence best states the theme of the tale?

a. The biggest and strongest person always wins.

b. A clever idea and many hands can do what strength alone cannot.

c. Storms can do a lot of damage to a village.

7 Describe Anya. Use two details from the text to show what she is like.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Stone in the Stream: Questions
Answer the questions about the story.

1 Reread paragraphs 5 and 6. What does herculean mean?

a. needing enormous effort b. quick and easy c. very old and wise

2 Where does the word herculean come from?

a. the blacksmith’s name b. a kind of stone c. a hero in old stories

3 Ten strong men were able to move the stone. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “move even a little.”

budge

5 What two things gave Anya her idea?

a. ants and the loom

b. the storm and the mill

c. teasing and strength

6 Which sentence best states the theme of the tale?

a. The biggest and strongest person always wins.

b. A clever idea and many hands can do what strength alone cannot.

c. Storms can do a lot of damage to a village.

7 Describe Anya. Use two details from the text to show what she is like.

Anya is clever and does not give up. She thinks about the ants and the loom to

come up with a plan, and she asks the whole village to help even when her brothers laugh.
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