
Name Date

First Flight
Read the text. Level 3 · 399 words

1 On a cold, windy morning in December 1903, two brothers from Ohio stood on a sandy 
beach in North Carolina beside a strange machine made of wood, wire, and cloth.

Bicycle Builders
2 Wilbur and Orville Wright grew up in Dayton, Ohio. Their father once brought home a 

small flying toy powered by a rubber band. The brothers played with it until it broke, and 
then they built their own.

3 When they grew up, the brothers opened a bicycle shop, where they built and repaired 
bikes. Their work taught them about balance, light frames, chains, and gears.

Learning to Fly
4 In 1899, the brothers began to study flight. Other inventors had built flying machines, 

but none could be steered well in the air. The Wrights watched birds closely. They 
noticed that birds twist the tips of their wings to turn and keep their balance. So the 
brothers designed wings that could twist the same way.

5 Next, they needed a place to test their gliders, which are flying machines without 
engines. They chose Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, because it had strong, steady winds and 
soft sand for landings. From 1900 to 1902, they tested gliders there every fall.

6 Their tests did not always go well. When a glider did not lift as much as they expected, 
they built a wind tunnel, a long box with a fan that blew air over small model wings. They 
tested many wing shapes until they found the ones that worked best.

December 17, 1903
7 By 1903, the brothers had built an airplane they called the Flyer, with a light engine 

made in their own shop. The engine turned two propellers with chains, a lot like a 
bicycle. On December 14, Wilbur won a coin toss and tried first, but the Flyer stalled 
after a few seconds. After repairs, it was Orville’s turn.

8 At about 10:35 in the morning, Orville lay flat on the lower wing and started the engine. 
The Flyer lifted off a wooden rail and flew for 12 seconds. It traveled 120 feet. For the 
first time, a person had flown a powered airplane that he could control.

9 The brothers took turns and flew three more times that day. On the last flight, Wilbur 
stayed in the air for 59 seconds and flew 852 feet.

The first flight went 120 feet, which is shorter than the wings of some of today’s biggest 
jets!
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Name Date

First Flight: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 How is most of this text organized?

a. by comparing two different airplanes

b. in time order, from the brothers’ childhood to their first flight

c. as a list of facts about birds

2 Kitty Hawk had strong winds and soft sand. true false

3 Find a word in paragraph 5 that names flying machines without engines.

4 What did the brothers learn from watching birds?

a. They twist wing tips. b. They flap faster. c. They fly at dawn.

5 Number the events in the order they happened.

Wilbur’s first try in the Flyer stalls.

Orville flies for 12 seconds.

The brothers play with a flying toy.

The brothers test gliders at Kitty Hawk.

The brothers open a bicycle shop.

6 How did their bicycle shop help the brothers build an airplane?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

First Flight: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 How is most of this text organized?

a. by comparing two different airplanes

b. in time order, from the brothers’ childhood to their first flight

c. as a list of facts about birds

2 Kitty Hawk had strong winds and soft sand. true false

3 Find a word in paragraph 5 that names flying machines without engines.

gliders

4 What did the brothers learn from watching birds?

a. They twist wing tips. b. They flap faster. c. They fly at dawn.

5 Number the events in the order they happened.

4 Wilbur’s first try in the Flyer stalls.

5 Orville flies for 12 seconds.

1 The brothers play with a flying toy.

3 The brothers test gliders at Kitty Hawk.

2 The brothers open a bicycle shop.

6 How did their bicycle shop help the brothers build an airplane?

Building and fixing bikes taught them about balance, light frames, chains,

and gears. They used these skills to build a light airplane that could be balanced and steered.
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