Name Date

Two Ways Up Bald Hill

Read the story.

Level 3 - 585 words

Part 1: The Race

1 “Last one to the top carries the backpack down!” Mei shouted, and

she was off before Kai had even tied his boots. m
2 Dad sighed and smiled at the same time. “Your sister thinks every W vh

hike is a race.”

3 Kai didn’t mind. He was nine, his legs were shorter than Mei’s, and
anyway, he liked to look at things. The trail up Bald Hill wound
through a forest of tall pines, and the ground was soft with brown
needles. Every few minutes, Kai stopped to listen to the wind
moving through the treetops.

L Ten minutes later, Kai crouched beside a rotting log. “Dad, look.”
A row of orange mushrooms grew along its side like tiny shelves.
Below them, a beetle with a shiny green back was crawling into a
crack.

5  “Nice eye,” Dad said, and he snapped a photo with his phone.
6 Far up the trail, they heard Mei’s voice. “Hurry UP!”

Part 2: What Kai Found

7 Kai didn’t hurry. He found a feather, striped brown and white, and
tucked it in his pocket. Where the trail crossed a stream, he and
Dad stood still long enough to see a frog’s eyes poke above the
water. He found a boulder covered with pale green, crusty
patches. Dad said it was lichen, a fungus and an alga living
together as partners.

8 Near the top, the trees thinned out. A small brown bird hopped
across the path in front of them, then stopped and flicked its tail.
Kai held his breath. The bird tilted its head, as if it were looking at
him, too. Then it was gone.

9 When they finally reached the summit, Mei was sitting on a rock
with her arms crossed. “I’ve been up here for twenty minutes,”
she said. “Twenty whole minutes! You're carrying the backpack
down.”

10 “Okay,” said Kai. He sat down beside her. “What did you see on
the way up?”

11 Mei frowned. “The trail. Rocks. My feet.” She paused. “Why?”
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Part 3: The Slow Way Down

Kai showed her the feather. Dad showed her the photo of the
orange mushrooms and the green beetle. Kai told her about the
frog’s eyes and the little brown bird that had looked right at him.

Mei was quiet for a moment. “I didn’t see any of that,” she said. “I
was too busy winning.”

Then she stood up and looked out from the summit. The whole
valley spread out below them: a silver river, fields like a
patchwork quilt, and the tiny red roof of their own car in the
parking lot. For the first time all day, Mei just looked.

“It’s pretty up here,” she said softly.

Kai pointed. “Look, there’s the stream we crossed. And that dark
green patch is where I found the feather.” From the summit, the
trail looked like a thin brown ribbon winding through the trees.
Mei followed it with her finger, all the way back down to the
parking lot.

On the way down, Mei walked beside Kai. She found a snail shell
with a perfect spiral and a spiderweb sparkling with water drops.
She even stopped to let a line of ants cross the trail. At the
stream, she was the one who whispered, “Shh. Look,” and pointed
at the frog.

At the bottom of the trail, Kai reached for the backpack, but Mei
grabbed it first.

“I’ll carry it,” she said. “You showed me the best part of the hike.”
“Which part?” Kai asked.

Mei grinned. “All the parts in between.”
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Two Ways Up Bald Hill: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

®

How are Mei and Kai different at the start of the hike?

a. Mei rushes; Kai explores. b. Mei is younger. c. Kai wants to win.
In paragraph 9, what is the summit? a cave the top a trail
Mei saw the frog on the way up the hill. true false

Find a word in paragraph 7 that names a fungus and an alga living together.

In paragraph 14, “Mei just looked.” What does this show?

a. She is lost. b. She is angry. c. She slows down at last.

Which sentence best states the theme?

a. Enjoy the journey. b. Always be fastest. c. Hills are too steep.

How does Mei change in Part 37 Use two details from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Two Ways Up Bald Hill: Questions

Answer the questions about the story.

@ How are Mei and Kai different at the start of the hike?

(a. Mei rushes; Kai explores.)  b. Mei is younger-. c. Kai wants to win.

@ In paragraph 9, what is the summit? a cave a trail
@ Mei saw the frog on the way up the hill. true

@ Find a word in paragraph 7 that names a fungus and an alga living together.

lichen

@ In paragraph 14, “Mei just looked.” What does this show?

a. She is lost. b. Sheis angry. (c. She slows down at last.)

@ Which sentence best states the theme?

(a. Enjoy the journey.)  b. Always be fastest. c. Hills are too steep.

@ How does Mei change in Part 37 Use two details from the text.

At first, Mei only cares about winning. In Part 3, she stops to look at the

valley, walks beside Kai, and points out the frog herself. She even offers to carry the backpack.

‘ What does Mei mean when she says “All the parts in between”?

She means the things you see along the way, like the mushrooms, the frog,

and the bird, are the best part, not just getting to the top.
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