Name

Date

Firsthand or Secondhand Account?

Read both texts. Then fill in the chart.

Text 1: Sugar Shack Day
Last March, my class visited a maple

farm. The farmer showed us a metal tap
in a maple tree, and I watched clear sap
drip into a bucket, one drop at a time.
Then we went into the sugar shack.
Steam filled the air, and it smelled like
warm pancakes. At the end, we each got
a tiny cup of syrup. It was the sweetest
thing I have ever tasted!

Text 2: From Sap to Syrup
Maple syrup is made from the sap of

maple trees. Farmers collect sap in late
winter or early spring, when nights are
below freezing and days are warmer.
They drill a small hole in each tree and
put in a tap. Sap is mostly water, so it is
boiled for hours until most of the water
is gone. It takes about 40 gallons of sap
to make just one gallon of syrup.

" Text 1: Who is telling it? Was the [ Text 2: Who is telling it? Was the b
writer there? writer there?
\ Y,
4 e o po 4 e e )
Clue words that show it is firsthand Clue words that show it is
secondhand
\ Y,
(What does Text 1 tell that Text 2 (What does Text 2 tell that Text 1
does not? does not?
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Answer key

For the teacher or parent

Firsthand or Secondhand Account?

Read both texts. Then fill in the chart.

Text 1: Sugar Shack Day
Last March, my class visited a maple

farm. The farmer showed us a metal tap
in a maple tree, and I watched clear sap
drip into a bucket, one drop at a time.
Then we went into the sugar shack.
Steam filled the air, and it smelled like
warm pancakes. At the end, we each got
a tiny cup of syrup. It was the sweetest
thing I have ever tasted!

Text 2: From Sap to Syrup
Maple syrup is made from the sap of

maple trees. Farmers collect sap in late
winter or early spring, when nights are
below freezing and days are warmer.
They drill a small hole in each tree and
put in a tap. Sap is mostly water, so it is
boiled for hours until most of the water
is gone. It takes about 40 gallons of sap
to make just one gallon of syrup.

-

4 . . . 4 . . .
Text 1: Who is telling it? Was the Text 2: Who is telling it? Was the
writer there? writer there?
" A student on a class trip. Yes, the  An author who knows the facts. No,
~ writer was there. " the writer was not there.
g Y,
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Clue words that show it is firsthand Clue words that show it is
secondhand
CI,my, we,us
farmers, they, it (no I or we)
g Y,
s s
What does Text 1 tell that Text 2 What does Text 2 tell that Text 1
does not? does not?
" How the shack smelled and how Tt takes about 40 gallons of sap to
" sweetthesyruptasted. @ | | makeone gallon of syrup.
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