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Our State Government
Read the text. Level 2 · 422 words

1 You probably know that the United States has a national government in Washington, 
D.C. But each of the 50 states has its own government too. Every state has a 
constitution, a written plan for how its government works. Every state also has a capital 
city, where state leaders meet and work together.

2 Like the national government, each state government has three branches, or parts. Each 
branch has a different job. Splitting up the work this way keeps any one branch from 
having too much power.

3 The legislative branch makes the state’s laws. It is called the state legislature, and its 
members are elected by the people of the state. In almost every state, the legislature 
has two parts, often called the Senate and the House of Representatives. Nebraska is 
the only state whose legislature has just one part.

4 The executive branch carries out the laws. Its leader is the governor, who is elected by 
the voters of the state. In most states, a governor serves a term of four years. The 
governor can sign a bill to make it a law. The governor can also veto a bill, which means 
to reject it. The governor helps plan how the state will spend its money, too.

5 The judicial branch is made up of the state’s courts. Judges decide what the laws mean, 
and they settle disagreements between people. In most states, the highest court in the 
state is called the state supreme court.

How a Bill Becomes a State Law
6 A new state law starts as an idea. A member of the legislature writes the idea down as a 

bill. Next, the lawmakers talk about the bill and vote on it. If the legislature passes the 
bill, it goes to the governor. If the governor signs it, the bill becomes a law.

7 State governments take care of many things in your daily life. They help run public 
schools, build and repair highways, and look after state parks. They also give out 
driver’s licenses to new drivers. So the next time you ride on a highway or visit a state 
park, you will know who helps keep it running.

8 Cities and towns have their own local governments too. Leaders such as mayors and city 
councils take care of things like trash pickup, city parks, and fire departments. Citizens 
of any age can take part. You can write a letter to your state lawmakers to share an 
idea. In some states, students have even suggested ideas that became laws, such as 
choosing a state symbol.
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Our State Government: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Why is a state government split into three branches?

a. to help the governor b. to save money c. to balance power

2 Every state legislature has two parts. true false

3 Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “to reject a bill.”

4 Number the steps in order to show how a bill becomes a state law.

The bill goes to the governor.

A lawmaker writes an idea down as a bill.

The governor signs the bill, and it becomes a law.

The legislature talks about the bill and votes on it.

5 Which job belongs to the judicial branch?

a. making new laws b. deciding what laws mean c. signing bills

6 Use paragraph 7 to name two things a state government does.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Our State Government: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Why is a state government split into three branches?

a. to help the governor b. to save money c. to balance power

2 Every state legislature has two parts. true false

3 Find a word in paragraph 4 that means “to reject a bill.”

veto

4 Number the steps in order to show how a bill becomes a state law.

3 The bill goes to the governor.

1 A lawmaker writes an idea down as a bill.

4 The governor signs the bill, and it becomes a law.

2 The legislature talks about the bill and votes on it.

5 Which job belongs to the judicial branch?

a. making new laws b. deciding what laws mean c. signing bills

6 Use paragraph 7 to name two things a state government does.

State governments help run public schools and look after state parks.
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