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Natural Resources at Work
Read the text. Level 1 · 335 words

1 Look at the things on your desk. Your wooden pencil and your paper both started out 
as trees. Your eraser may contain rubber, which comes from the sap of rubber trees. 
Almost everything we use is made from natural resources, the materials from 
nature that people use, such as water, soil, trees, rocks, and sunlight.

Renewable and Nonrenewable
2 Some resources are renewable. That means nature can replace them in a fairly short 

time. People can plant new trees after old ones are cut down. Sunlight and wind keep 
coming day after day.

3 Other resources are nonrenewable. Once they are used up, they are gone for a very, 
very long time. Coal, oil, and natural gas formed deep underground over millions of 
years from the remains of ancient plants and animals. Metals such as iron and 
copper come from rocks that are dug out of the earth.

Resources and Jobs
4 Natural resources help decide the kinds of work people do in a place. In a state with 

thick forests, many people may work cutting logs or making lumber and paper. 
Where the soil is rich, farmers grow crops. Along the coasts, people catch fish and 
lobsters. Where there is oil underground, workers drill wells to bring it up.

5 The things people make or grow to sell are called goods. People who make goods are 
producers, and people who buy and use them are consumers. Some workers do not 
make goods. Instead, they do helpful jobs for others, such as teaching, fixing cars, or 
driving a bus. These jobs are called services.

6 Places often trade with each other. A state that grows a lot of wheat can sell wheat 
to other states. Then it can use the money to buy goods it does not make, such as fish 
or lumber.

Saving Resources for Later
7 Because people need natural resources every day, it is important to use them wisely. 

Recycling paper, turning off lights, and planting trees help make sure there will be 
enough resources in the future.
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Natural Resources at Work: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Trees are a renewable resource. true false

2 Which of these is a nonrenewable resource? coal wind sunlight

3 Reread paragraph 4. Why might many people in a state with thick forests work making 
lumber?

a. Lumber is a service, not a good.

b. The forests give them lots of trees to use.

c. Forests have the richest soil for crops.

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “people who buy and use goods.”

5 Which worker provides a service?

a. a farmer growing corn b. a worker making paper c. a bus driver

6 Oil formed in just a few years from the remains of plants and 
animals.

true false

7 Explain how a natural resource can become a good. Use an example from the text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Natural Resources at Work: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Trees are a renewable resource. true false

2 Which of these is a nonrenewable resource? coal wind sunlight

3 Reread paragraph 4. Why might many people in a state with thick forests work making 
lumber?

a. Lumber is a service, not a good.

b. The forests give them lots of trees to use.

c. Forests have the richest soil for crops.

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “people who buy and use goods.”

consumers

5 Which worker provides a service?

a. a farmer growing corn b. a worker making paper c. a bus driver

6 Oil formed in just a few years from the remains of plants and 
animals.

true false

7 Explain how a natural resource can become a good. Use an example from the text.

Trees from a forest are cut into logs. Workers make the logs into lumber and

paper, which are goods people buy.
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