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Five Regions of Our Country
Read the text. Level 2 · 421 words

1 The United States is a very big and varied country. From the Atlantic Ocean to the 
Pacific Ocean, it stretches almost 3,000 miles. To make the country easier to study, 
people often divide it into five regions: the Northeast, the Southeast, the Midwest, 
the Southwest, and the West. States in the same region are near each other, and they 
often share the same kinds of land, weather, and ways of life.

2 The Northeast is the smallest region, but it has many large cities. Some of the oldest 
cities in the country, such as Boston, are here. The land has rocky coasts along the 
Atlantic Ocean, rolling hills, and thick forests. In the fall, the leaves turn bright red, 
orange, and gold. Winters are cold and snowy. Many people here fish along the coast, 
and lobster boats bob in the busy harbors of Maine.

3 The Southeast has hot summers and mild winters. Long, sandy beaches line the 
Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. Farmers here grow crops such as cotton, 
peanuts, and oranges. In some places, there are wetlands called swamps, where 
alligators swim among the trees. In late summer and fall, strong storms called 
hurricanes sometimes blow in from the ocean.

4 The Midwest is sometimes called the country’s “breadbasket.” Much of its land is 
flat, with rich soil that is perfect for farming. Huge fields of corn, wheat, and 
soybeans stretch for miles. The Great Lakes, five very large lakes, lie along the 
northern edge of the region, and the mighty Mississippi River flows through it. 
Winters can be very cold, and summers are often hot and sticky.

5 The Southwest is a land of dry deserts, deep canyons, and tall, flat-topped hills 
called mesas. It gets little rain, and summers can be very hot. Desert plants such as 
cactuses store water in their thick stems so they can survive long dry spells. Native 
American peoples have lived in the Southwest for thousands of years. Long ago, the 
Pueblo people built homes of stone and adobe, a kind of brick dried in the sun.

6 The West is the largest region. It has the tall, rugged Rocky Mountains and a long 
coast on the Pacific Ocean. The weather changes a lot from place to place. Some 
areas are rainy, some are snowy, and some are dry. Near the coast of California grow 
redwoods, the tallest trees in the world. Alaska and Hawaii are part of the West too. 
Alaska has huge glaciers, and Hawaii is a chain of islands formed by volcanoes.
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Five Regions of Our Country: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Reread paragraph 1. Why do people divide the United States into regions?

a. to make the big country easier to study

b. because each region is its own country

c. so that every state has the same weather

2 Which region is called the “breadbasket”?

the Southwest the Northeast the Midwest

3 The Southwest gets a lot of rain. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “tall, flat-topped hills.”

5 What do the Northeast and the Southeast both have?

snowy winters Atlantic coasts deserts

6 What is the main idea of paragraph 6?

a. The West is a large region with many kinds of land and weather.

b. Alaska has huge glaciers.

c. Some places in the West get a lot of rain.

7 Choose one region. Use two details from the text to describe its land or weather.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Five Regions of Our Country: Questions
Answer the questions about the text.

1 Reread paragraph 1. Why do people divide the United States into regions?

a. to make the big country easier to study

b. because each region is its own country

c. so that every state has the same weather

2 Which region is called the “breadbasket”?

the Southwest the Northeast the Midwest

3 The Southwest gets a lot of rain. true false

4 Find a word in paragraph 5 that means “tall, flat-topped hills.”

mesas

5 What do the Northeast and the Southeast both have?

snowy winters Atlantic coasts deserts

6 What is the main idea of paragraph 6?

a. The West is a large region with many kinds of land and weather.

b. Alaska has huge glaciers.

c. Some places in the West get a lot of rain.

7 Choose one region. Use two details from the text to describe its land or weather.

The Midwest is mostly flat and has rich soil. Farmers grow huge fields of

corn, wheat, and soybeans there.
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