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Two Accounts of a Big Storm
Read both texts about the same storm. Level 1 · 321 words

Text 1: Jaylen’s Journal
1 Tuesday night. I am writing this by flashlight! At about six o’clock, the sky turned a 

strange greenish gray. Then the wind started to howl, and rain hit our windows so 
hard it sounded like someone was throwing gravel. My little sister, Kiara, hid under a 
blanket on the couch. I was a little nervous too, but I tried to act brave for her.

2 At seven, there was a big flash and a loud BOOM, and all the lights went out. Dad 
found the camping lantern, and Mom made popcorn on the gas stove. We played 
board games in the lantern light while the storm roared outside. Kiara won every 
game, so she forgot to be scared.

3 Wednesday morning. Our yard is a mess! A big branch from the maple tree is lying 
across the grass, and leaves are stuck to everything. The power came back on at 
breakfast time. Our neighbor Mr. Patel came over with his saw, and we all helped 
drag the pieces of the branch to the curb. I was proud that I carried the biggest 
piece by myself.

Text 2: Storm Sweeps Through Maple Falls
4 A powerful thunderstorm swept through the town of Maple Falls on Tuesday evening. 

The storm brought wind gusts of up to 60 miles per hour and more than two inches of 
rain in just three hours, according to weather forecasters.

5 Strong winds knocked down trees and power lines across town. At the height of the 
storm, about 8,000 homes lost power. Electric company crews worked through the 
night, and power was back on in most neighborhoods by Wednesday morning.

6 Town workers spent Wednesday clearing fallen branches from roads. No one in town 
was badly hurt. Officials reminded people to stay away from fallen power lines and to 
call the electric company if they see one. The town will pick up branches left at the 
curb all week.
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Two Accounts of a Big Storm: Questions
Answer the questions about both texts.

1 Which text is a firsthand account? Text 1 Text 2 both

2 Which clue shows that Text 1 is a firsthand account?

a. The writer gives the number of homes without power.

b. The writer uses words like “I,” “we,” and “my.”

c. The writer tells what town workers did.

3 Text 2 tells how the writer’s family felt during the storm. true false

4 What information does Text 2 give that Text 1 does not?

a. when lights went out b. how Kiara felt c. how fast the wind blew

5 What is Text 2 mostly about?

a. what the storm did to the whole town

b. how one family spent a stormy night

c. how to play board games during a storm

6 Both texts tell that the power came back on by Wednesday 
morning.

true false

7 How is the focus of Text 1 different from the focus of Text 2? Use one detail from each 
text.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Two Accounts of a Big Storm: Questions
Answer the questions about both texts.

1 Which text is a firsthand account? Text 1 Text 2 both

2 Which clue shows that Text 1 is a firsthand account?

a. The writer gives the number of homes without power.

b. The writer uses words like “I,” “we,” and “my.”

c. The writer tells what town workers did.

3 Text 2 tells how the writer’s family felt during the storm. true false

4 What information does Text 2 give that Text 1 does not?

a. when lights went out b. how Kiara felt c. how fast the wind blew

5 What is Text 2 mostly about?

a. what the storm did to the whole town

b. how one family spent a stormy night

c. how to play board games during a storm

6 Both texts tell that the power came back on by Wednesday 
morning.

true false

7 How is the focus of Text 1 different from the focus of Text 2? Use one detail from each 
text.

Text 1 focuses on one family’s feelings and what they did, like playing games by

lantern light. Text 2 focuses on facts about the whole town, like 8,000 homes

losing power.
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