
Name Date

The Day the Sky Went Dark
Read both texts about a solar eclipse. Level 2 · 421 words

Text 1: A Letter from Rosa
1 Dear Grandma, You will not believe what I saw yesterday! Our whole family drove to 

a park to watch the total solar eclipse. We spread out a blanket and ate sandwiches 
while we waited. Lots of other families were there too, and a man nearby had set up a 
telescope with a special sun filter. Everyone was wearing special eclipse glasses. 
Through mine, the sun looked like an orange cookie, and slowly a dark bite was taken 
out of it. The bite got bigger and bigger.

2 Then something amazing happened. The sky got as dark as evening, right in the 
middle of the afternoon! The air felt cooler, and the birds in the trees stopped 
singing. All around the edge of the sky, there was a pinkish glow, like a sunset in 
every direction. The streetlights by the parking lot even turned on. Where the sun 
had been, there was a black circle with a glowing white ring around it. Everyone in 
the park cheered and clapped.

3 It only lasted about two minutes, and then a sliver of sunlight came back. I wish you 
had been there. It was the coolest thing I have ever seen in my whole life. Love, Rosa

Text 2: When the Moon Hides the Sun
4 A solar eclipse happens when the moon passes between the sun and Earth. The moon 

blocks the sun’s light and casts a shadow on Earth. The shadow moves quickly across 
Earth’s surface. In a total solar eclipse, the moon covers the whole sun. Only people 
inside a narrow path on Earth can see it. A partial eclipse, when the moon covers just 
part of the sun, can be seen from a much wider area. In any one place, a total solar 
eclipse happens only rarely, so many people travel a long way to see one.

5 The sun is about 400 times wider than the moon. But the sun is also about 400 times 
farther away from Earth. That is why, from Earth, the moon and the sun look almost 
the same size, and the moon can cover the sun exactly.

6 When the moon covers the sun completely, the sky grows dark, and the air often 
cools. People can see the sun’s corona, its glowing outer layer, shining around the 
dark moon. This total darkness lasts only a few minutes. Experts warn that you 
should never look straight at the sun without special eclipse glasses or a safe viewer, 
because sunlight can badly hurt your eyes.
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Name Date

The Day the Sky Went Dark: Questions
Answer the questions about both texts.

1 Which text is a secondhand account? Text 1 Text 2 both

2 Why does Rosa’s account include feelings, such as “It was the coolest thing I have 
ever seen”?

a. She read about eclipses in a science book.

b. She wanted to explain how shadows work.

c. She was there and saw the eclipse herself.

3 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “the sun’s glowing outer layer.”

4 Text 1 explains why the moon can cover the whole sun. true false

5 In Text 1, Rosa saw “a glowing white ring.” Which detail from Text 2 explains what 
she saw?

a. The sun is about 400 times wider than the moon.

b. People can see the sun’s corona shining around the dark moon.

c. Only people in a narrow path can see a total eclipse.

6 Both texts say the sky got dark and the air got cooler. true false

7 What did you learn from Text 2 that Rosa did not tell in Text 1? Use two details.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Day the Sky Went Dark: Questions
Answer the questions about both texts.

1 Which text is a secondhand account? Text 1 Text 2 both

2 Why does Rosa’s account include feelings, such as “It was the coolest thing I have 
ever seen”?

a. She read about eclipses in a science book.

b. She wanted to explain how shadows work.

c. She was there and saw the eclipse herself.

3 Find a word in paragraph 6 that means “the sun’s glowing outer layer.”

corona

4 Text 1 explains why the moon can cover the whole sun. true false

5 In Text 1, Rosa saw “a glowing white ring.” Which detail from Text 2 explains what 
she saw?

a. The sun is about 400 times wider than the moon.

b. People can see the sun’s corona shining around the dark moon.

c. Only people in a narrow path can see a total eclipse.

6 Both texts say the sky got dark and the air got cooler. true false

7 What did you learn from Text 2 that Rosa did not tell in Text 1? Use two details.

I learned that an eclipse happens when the moon passes between the sun

and Earth. I also learned that the sun is about 400 times farther away than

the moon.
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