Name Date

The Montgomery Bus Boycott

Read the text. Level 3 - 441 words

1 Inthe 1950s, many laws in the southern United States kept Black people and white people
apart. This unfair system was called segregation. In Montgomery, Alabama, Black riders on
city buses had to sit in the back. If the seats for white riders filled up, the driver could order
Black riders to give up their seats and stand.

One Brave Choice

2 On December 1, 1955, a Black woman named Rosa Parks was riding the bus home after a
long day of work as a seamstress. When the bus filled up, the driver told her to give her seat
to a white man. Rosa Parks quietly said no. She was arrested and taken to jail. She had not
been rude or loud. She simply believed the rule was wrong.

3 Many Black people in Montgomery were tired of being treated unfairly. Community leaders
decided to hold a boycott, which means refusing to buy or use something as a way to
protest. They printed thousands of flyers asking Black riders to stay off the buses on
Monday, December 5. That morning, the buses rolled through town nearly empty.

4 The one-day boycott worked so well that the leaders decided to keep it going. They chose a
young minister named Martin Luther King Jr. to lead the effort. He was only 26 years old,
but he was a powerful speaker. He asked people to protest peacefully, without fighting back.

5 Staying off the buses was not easy. Many people walked miles to work and school every day,
in rain and in cold. Others shared rides in carpools. At first, Black taxi drivers charged
riders only the price of a bus ticket, until the city stopped them. People with cars gave rides
to their neighbors, and churches helped plan the rides.

6 Because most of the people who rode the buses were Black, the bus company lost a lot of
money. Some city leaders tried to stop the boycott, and some boycott leaders were arrested.
Still, the people of Montgomery kept walking.

7 Meanwhile, a group of Black women who had also been treated unfairly on Montgomery
buses took the city to court. Their case went all the way to the United States Supreme
Court. In 1956, the Supreme Court agreed that segregation on buses was against the
Constitution. In December 1956, after about 381 days, the boycott ended. Black riders
could now sit in any open seat.

8 The Montgomery Bus Boycott showed that ordinary people, working together peacefully,
could change unfair laws. Rosa Parks became known as “the mother of the civil rights
movement.” Martin Luther King Jr. went on to lead many more peaceful protests for equal
rights.
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Name Date

The Montgomery Bus Boycott: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Reread paragraph 1. What was segregation?

a. a kind of bus b. keeping people apart c. a way to protest
@ Number the events in the order they happened.

Black riders stayed off the buses for one day.
The Supreme Court ruled against bus segregation.

Rosa Parks was arrested.

Martin Luther King Jr. was chosen to lead the boycott.

@ Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “refusing to use something to protest.”

@ Why did the bus company lose a lot of money?

a. Buses broke down. b. Rides cost more. c. Black riders stayed off.
@ Martin Luther King Jr. asked people to fight back. true
@ The boycott lasted more than a year. true

@ What caused the boycott to end? Use details from paragraph 7.

false

false
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Montgomery Bus Boycott: Questions

Answer the questions about the text.

@ Reread paragraph 1. What was segregation?

a. akindof bus  (b. keeping people apart)  c. a way to protest

@ Number the events in the order they happened.

2 | Black riders stayed off the buses for one day.
L4 | The Supreme Court ruled against bus segregation.

1 Rosa Parks was arrested.

3 | Martin Luther King Jr. was chosen to lead the boycott.

@ Find a word in paragraph 3 that means “refusing to use something to protest.”

boycott

@ Why did the bus company lose a lot of money?

a. Buses broke down. b. Rides cost more.  (c. Black riders stayed off.)

@ Martin Luther King Jr. asked people to fight back. true
@ The boycott lasted more than a year. false

@ What caused the boycott to end? Use details from paragraph 7.

The Supreme Court ruled that segregation on buses was against the

Constitution, so Black riders could sit in any open seat.
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