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The Five Regions of the United States
The United States is often divided into five regions. States in a region share land, climate 
and ways of life.

Alaska Hawaii

West

Midwest
Northeast

Southwest
Southeast

region land and climate resources and work

West
Rocky Mountains, Pacific coast, deserts and 
forests; climate ranges from rainy to dry and 

from snowy to warm

lumber, fishing, mining, 
farming, technology

Midwest
flat plains, rolling hills and the Great Lakes; cold 

winters and warm summers
corn, soybeans, wheat, 

dairy, factories

Northeast
Appalachian Mountains, rocky Atlantic coast, 

forests; cold, snowy winters
fishing, shipping, 

banking, maple syrup

Southwest
deserts, canyons, mesas and plains; hot, dry 

summers
oil, natural gas, cattle 

ranching, copper

Southeast
Atlantic and Gulf coasts, swamps, mountains; 

warm and wet
cotton, peanuts, 
oranges, tourism

1.
Which region is known for corn, soybeans 
and the Great Lakes?

Southwest Midwest Northeast

2.
Which region has hot, dry summers and 
deserts?

Southwest Northeast Southeast

3. Oranges and cotton grow in the warm, wet … West Midwest Southeast

The boxes are not a map. They only show where each region is: West on the left, Northeast at the top 
right. Books sometimes group a few states differently.
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

The Five Regions of the United States
Answers from the chart.

Alaska Hawaii

West

Midwest
Northeast

Southwest
Southeast

region land and climate resources and work

West
Rocky Mountains, Pacific coast, deserts and 
forests; climate ranges from rainy to dry and 

from snowy to warm

lumber, fishing, mining, 
farming, technology

Midwest
flat plains, rolling hills and the Great Lakes; cold 

winters and warm summers
corn, soybeans, wheat, 

dairy, factories

Northeast
Appalachian Mountains, rocky Atlantic coast, 

forests; cold, snowy winters
fishing, shipping, 

banking, maple syrup

Southwest
deserts, canyons, mesas and plains; hot, dry 

summers
oil, natural gas, cattle 

ranching, copper

Southeast
Atlantic and Gulf coasts, swamps, mountains; 

warm and wet
cotton, peanuts, 
oranges, tourism

1.
Which region is known for corn, soybeans 
and the Great Lakes?

Southwest Midwest Northeast

2.
Which region has hot, dry summers and 
deserts?

Southwest Northeast Southeast

3. Oranges and cotton grow in the warm, wet … West Midwest Southeast

The boxes are not a map. They only show where each region is: West on the left, Northeast at the top 
right. Books sometimes group a few states differently.
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