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Renewable or Nonrenewable?
Natural resources are things from nature that people use. Renewable resources can be 
replaced. Nonrenewable resources take millions of years to form, so they can run out.

sunlight
Panels turn 
sunlight into 

electricity.
renewable

wind
Turbines spin to 
make electricity.

renewable

moving water
Water through a 

dam spins turbines.
renewable

trees
New trees can be 

planted to replace 
those cut.
renewable

coal
Formed from 

ancient plants. 
Burned in power 

plants.
nonrenewable

oil
Pumped from deep 

underground. 
Made into gasoline.

nonrenewable

natural gas
Burned to heat 

homes and make 
electricity.

nonrenewable

crops
Farmers grow new 
plants every year.

renewable

Fossil fuels
Coal, oil and natural gas are fossil fuels. They formed from the remains of living 
things buried millions of years ago.
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