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Sequoyah's Writing System
Read the passage. Then answer the questions.

Talking Leaves
In the early 1800s, the Cherokee language was spoken but not written. A 
Cherokee man named Sequoyah watched settlers read and called their 
writing “talking leaves.” He decided his people should have a way to write 
too.

Sequoyah worked for about twelve years. In 1821 he finished a syllabary: a 
set of symbols, each standing for one syllable of the Cherokee language. It 
was so easy to learn that within a few years thousands of Cherokee people 
could read and write. In 1828 the nation began printing its own newspaper, 
the Cherokee Phoenix.

Ten years later, the U.S. government forced most Cherokee people to leave 
their homelands in the Southeast and walk to Indian Territory, in what is now 
Oklahoma. Thousands died on this journey, called the Trail of Tears.

The Cherokee survived. Today there are three Cherokee nations with their 
own governments, and children still learn to read Sequoyah's syllabary.

1. What did Sequoyah create? a newspaper a syllabary a map

2. In what year did he finish it? 1821 1828 1838

3. What was the Trail of Tears?

a road for trade a forced removal from their homelands a river trip

4. Why was Sequoyah's work important then and now?
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Sequoyah's Writing System
Answers with evidence from the passage.

Talking Leaves
In the early 1800s, the Cherokee language was spoken but not written. A 
Cherokee man named Sequoyah watched settlers read and called their 
writing “talking leaves.” He decided his people should have a way to write 
too.

Sequoyah worked for about twelve years. In 1821 he finished a syllabary: a 
set of symbols, each standing for one syllable of the Cherokee language. It 
was so easy to learn that within a few years thousands of Cherokee people 
could read and write. In 1828 the nation began printing its own newspaper, 
the Cherokee Phoenix.

Ten years later, the U.S. government forced most Cherokee people to leave 
their homelands in the Southeast and walk to Indian Territory, in what is now 
Oklahoma. Thousands died on this journey, called the Trail of Tears.

The Cherokee survived. Today there are three Cherokee nations with their 
own governments, and children still learn to read Sequoyah's syllabary.

1. What did Sequoyah create? a newspaper a syllabary a map

2. In what year did he finish it? 1821 1828 1838

3. What was the Trail of Tears?

a road for trade a forced removal from their homelands a river trip

4. Why was Sequoyah's work important then and now?

It let Cherokee people read, write and print their own newspaper, and 
children still use it to keep the language alive.
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