
Name Date

Make It Compound, Then Complex
Join each pair two ways. Use the conjunctions in bold.

Compound: comma + for, and, nor, but, or, yet, or so.  Complex: a word like 
because, when, or although starts one clause.

The wind blew. The door slammed.  →  The wind blew, so the door slammed.  /  The 
door slammed because the wind blew.

1 It started to rain. We packed up the picnic.  (so, then because)

2 The music stopped. The dancers froze.  (and, then when)

3 The puppy was tiny. It had a loud bark.  (but, then although)

4 The library closes at six. We should hurry.  (so, then since)
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Clauses may also go in the other order.Answer key For the teacher or parent

Make It Compound, Then Complex
Join each pair two ways. Use the conjunctions in bold.

Compound: comma + for, and, nor, but, or, yet, or so.  Complex: a word like 
because, when, or although starts one clause.

The wind blew. The door slammed.  →  The wind blew, so the door slammed.  /  The 
door slammed because the wind blew.

1 It started to rain. We packed up the picnic.  (so, then because)

It started to rain, so we packed up the picnic.

We packed up the picnic because it started to rain.

2 The music stopped. The dancers froze.  (and, then when)

The music stopped, and the dancers froze.

The dancers froze when the music stopped.

3 The puppy was tiny. It had a loud bark.  (but, then although)

The puppy was tiny, but it had a loud bark.

Although the puppy was tiny, it had a loud bark.

4 The library closes at six. We should hurry.  (so, then since)

The library closes at six, so we should hurry.

Since the library closes at six, we should hurry.
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