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Clauses and Sentence Types

A chart to read together and keep.
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A clause has a subject and a verb. An independent clause can stand
alone as a sentence. A dependent clause cannot: it starts with a word
like because, although, when, or if.
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Independent Clause Dependent Clause
can stand alone cannot stand alone
the river flooded because the river flooded
my sister fixed the lamp after my sister fixed the lamp
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Simple Sentence Compound Sentence
one independent clause two independent clauses
The heron caught a fish. The heron caught a fish, and the
Nell and Gus raked the leaves. frogs hid.
+ Two subjects or two verbs are still « comma + for, and, nor, but, or, yet,
one clause. so
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Complex Sentence Watch Out
independent + dependent clause
. « After lunch, we read. (simple: no
The frogs hid when the heron verb in “after lunch”)
landed. + Dependent clause first? Add a
Although the water was cold, the comma after it.
heron waded in.
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Try it

Worite one simple, one compound, and one complex sentence about
your morning.
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