Name Date

Independent or Dependent Clause?

Follow the directions for each part.

An independent clause can stand alone as a sentence. A dependent clause
starts with a word like because, when, if, or although, so it cannot stand
alone.

independent: the cookies cooled < dependent: while the cookies cooled

A. Can the clause stand alone? Circle independent or dependent.

@ the owl spread its wings independent dependent
@ because the paint was still wet independent dependent
@ when the bell rings independent dependent
@ the river froze last winter independent dependent
@ my uncle fixed the leaky faucet independent dependent
@ if we leave before breakfast independent dependent
@ although the movie was long independent dependent
the crowd cheered for both teams independent dependent
@ we found three starfish independent dependent
until the timer beeps independent dependent

B. Finish each complex sentence with an independent clause.

(11) Tell what you did.

When the power went out,

@ Tell what you did anyway.

Although I was tired,
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Part B answers are examples.

Independent or Dependent Clause?

Follow the directions for each part.

An independent clause can stand alone as a sentence. A dependent clause
starts with a word like because, when, if, or although, so it cannot stand
alone.

independent: the cookies cooled < dependent: while the cookies cooled

A. Can the clause stand alone? Circle independent or dependent.

@ the owl spread its wings (independent) dependent

because the paint was still wet independent dependent

when the bell rings independent dependent

the river froze last winter (independent) dependent

my uncle fixed the leaky faucet (independent ) dependent

if we leave before breakfast independent dependent

although the movie was long independent dependent

the crowd cheered for both teams (independent ) dependent

we found three starfish (independent) dependent
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until the timer beeps independent dependent
B. Finish each complex sentence with an independent clause.

(11) Tell what you did.

When the power went out, we lit a lantern.

@ Tell what you did anyway.

Although I was tired, I finished my book report.
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