
Name Date

Simple, Compound, or Complex?
Read each sentence. Circle the kind of sentence it is.

Simple: one independent clause.  Compound: two independent clauses + a 
comma and a conjunction.  Complex: an independent clause + a dependent 
clause.

Complex: Because the bus broke down, we were late.

1 The snow kept falling, so school closed early. simple compound complex

2 The plant will wilt unless someone waters it. simple compound complex

3
Grandma hums while she kneads the bread 
dough.

simple compound complex

4 The farmer fixed the fence and fed the goats. simple compound complex

5 Keep your coat on until the car warms up. simple compound complex

6
Nadia and her cousins built a fort out of 
blankets and chairs.

simple compound complex

7
We could visit the aquarium, or we could go 
to the science center.

simple compound complex

8
During the thunderstorm, our dog hid under 
the bed.

simple compound complex

9
The puppy and the kitten napped in the same 
basket.

simple compound complex

10
Since the bridge was closed, the bus took a 
longer road.

simple compound complex

11
The museum had a dinosaur skeleton, but the 
fossil room was closed.

simple compound complex

12
Although the water was cold, Tomas swam to 
the raft.

simple compound complex

13
My brother likes spicy food, yet he never eats 
hot peppers.

simple compound complex

14
The batter swung hard, and the ball sailed 
over the fence.

simple compound complex
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Answer key For the teacher or parent

Simple, Compound, or Complex?
Read each sentence. Circle the kind of sentence it is.

Simple: one independent clause.  Compound: two independent clauses + a 
comma and a conjunction.  Complex: an independent clause + a dependent 
clause.

Complex: Because the bus broke down, we were late.

1 The snow kept falling, so school closed early. simple compound complex

2 The plant will wilt unless someone waters it. simple compound complex

3
Grandma hums while she kneads the bread 
dough.

simple compound complex

4 The farmer fixed the fence and fed the goats. simple compound complex

5 Keep your coat on until the car warms up. simple compound complex

6
Nadia and her cousins built a fort out of 
blankets and chairs.

simple compound complex

7
We could visit the aquarium, or we could go 
to the science center.

simple compound complex

8
During the thunderstorm, our dog hid under 
the bed.

simple compound complex

9
The puppy and the kitten napped in the same 
basket.

simple compound complex

10
Since the bridge was closed, the bus took a 
longer road.

simple compound complex

11
The museum had a dinosaur skeleton, but the 
fossil room was closed.

simple compound complex

12
Although the water was cold, Tomas swam to 
the raft.

simple compound complex

13
My brother likes spicy food, yet he never eats 
hot peppers.

simple compound complex

14
The batter swung hard, and the ball sailed 
over the fence.

simple compound complex
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